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To the Worſhupful , 


THE 


JUSTICES of PEACE; 


| AND 
, Other Inhabitants in Sr. Edmends Bury, 
who are Friends ro the Churches 
Puriry and Peacc. 


Worſhipful and Beloved, 


i 
He days, into which Providence hath caſt I 
| nw, are ev, becauſe they are days of 
trouble, dark, and cloudy, but eſpecially 
becauſe in them migquity abounds , and 
ih: lor » of m1» is oro: cold. He that conſiders 
the morſtroms Atheijm and Prof aneneſs of the Axe, 
the" "Vighring of Ordinances, Oppoſition to Trath, 
(anienpt of Miniſters , ntwuhitanding the purity 
of the firſt, the clearneſs of the ſecond, the faith- 
frlneſs and 1:4nſtyy of the third, muſt ſay , We are 
fa: tte the dregs of Time. England may well 
imme of Gods goadreſs t9 ber, wher manifold 
Det lerances , miraculous Pre 107, outward 
Peace and Plenty, and Goipel-exyr 
hath net deal: ich all elſe hon. 
with hey at all times as now ) but ſhe hath c 
aſtamed of, and bluſn at the ingratitude, warton- 
-6/s, fiminleſweſs, ard bad retarns of ber children. 
No: 


The Epiſtle Dedicarory. © 
Nut long ſince Providence frowned upon us, ard ſee- 
wed to threaten the laying of ovy Vinejard waſte, by 
taking away the principle Stakg inits Hedge ; bas 
the Foxes and wilde Boars then broken in and de- 
vonyed,it had been 11ſt : But in rich neercy the Lord 
hath again made np the gap, and raiſed np another 
toftand inthe breach. What duty you, and all owe 
unto him, the following Diſcourſe tells you , which 
was calculated for no (ther Meridian than yours, 
prepared onely fox Table, intended onely for 
your Direition and Inſtruiftion. The truth tt] jadge 
nos my ſelf ſufficiently accompliſhed ro walk_abroad, 
if my plain dreſs will pleaſe you my Friends and 
Neighbors at home , it 15 4s much as 1 can promiſe 
_ and [ can ſay te Gods glory, and your de- 
ſerved commendation, that buberto you have gruen 
very friendly entertainment to my poor labors, ba- 
ving learned to reliſh plain Truth, and to make 
mn hof the ſimplicity of the Goſpel, though it be 
mot adorned and guarniſh't with the gandy and flur- 
ting words of mans wiſdom. Indeed your Town 1s 
not exempted from the common condition of all great 
places; there are diviſions among you, under which 
let you and me groan. We have many enemies to the 
Churches purity, and we have ſome that are but 
ſmall friends to the Churches peace ; ſome that 
would defile her with their ſinful mixtures , others 
that ſcra'ch her face, and fetch blood , with thew 
can{eleſs ſeparations ; But bleſſed be God, thdt you 
have learned to follow peace and kilireſs , and to 
judge, that the/e rwo ave not inconſitent, As for 
thoſe who are godly, but difer from you herein (of 
what perſwajion ſoever they be ) I (hall pray for 


* th:m 


b, 


doe ads HON _— : 


thens, long after them, and wiſh that they were like- 
kw I you, and (hall ws till God ſhall reveal 
the no them, 

But ſince thrre are Diviſions among ns, it would 


be a wonder rf I ſhould not meet with ſome oppoſi- 


tion, or not taſte of that bitter cup, which my Re- | 
werend Fathers and Brethren have hai ſo large | 


dravghts of , nay, which my deareſt Lord and 
Maſter drank, deeper of than any, though he ſpaks 
a« never man ſpake. I thought the enſwing Sermon 
bad been ſo harmleſs and inoffenſive , as that i; 
might have paſt without a cenſure : It was not my 
depgn (neither when 1 ſtudied , ror when 1 preach- 


ed it ) to exaſperate the ſpirits of any , my unten- | 


tron was to kindle praying affettions in all, met to 
w the choler of any one ; and 1 hope , thiſe 
pervſe it, will think it hath a Do5we-like in- 
weency, ard brings in its month an Ol:ve-branc/) 
of _— But he that doth not like the C ook ,, will 
finde ſome fault with th: Proviſion ;, if the Mini- 
[ter be not acceptabl* , his Sermons will be unſavory* 
f mill mot ſay, that for this Sermon I have ben cal- 
ted A Sower of Sedirion , but becauſe 1 there in 
[paks againſt a lawleſs Liberty, calling ut (as it 15 ) 
An accurſed Tolerarion, 1 have ſate very heavy 
wpos the ſpirits of ſome, But if this isto be wile, 
F will (God enabling me) be ye: more wile, Nut 
thar I would call for fire from Heaven upon every 
wre that is of a perſwaſion different from mine, 
wither is my charity ſo ſtrait-laced, as to have a 
boſom open to none , but theſe that jump in judge - 
went withme. I knowl briſt prayed that his peo- 
phe mighly be one, as the Father and he aye axe; and 
that 
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The Epiſtle Dedicaory. 


—_— 


| that prayer ſhall be anſwered , becauſe God beard 


him always ; but I am apt to think, that acompleat 
dab Jo" pn af will nor be the happineſs 
of the way, but of the Comntrey. 1 verily believe 
there ſhall be a ſweeter cloſe Chriſtians here, 


| and that there ſhall be fewer differences than now, 
if any at all, and happy are they that liveto ſee is; 
' mn the mean while I condemn not every one that wa 


rieth from me , nor dare 1 ſay all are out of the 
way that do not exallly tread in my ſbeps. Queſtion- 
leſs we muſt bear one with another, ance ought 
to be given in matters controverted und of leſs mo-. 
ment, But what then , becauſe flywers of ſeveral 
colours , and different ſires owght to be continued 


Becauſe we without breach of charity, differ 


2t 1s pleaſing to God , that the Holy Trumty ſhould 
be Pr þ Aur Bleſſed Savior doerited, 
y-my Publique Aſſemblies forſaken , your Mini- 
ſters made Antichriſtian ? I beſeech you,conſult the 
Word, and your own Conſciences, and then tell me 
—_—_ nu oo o_ be an _—_ Oy 
| er theſe and ſuch like things. 

world —_ Rel if ſhowl d 5s gramed ? 
Swrely the , if let alone, will in time, choak the 
Corn. They need not be watered , it 1s enowgh for 
them, if they be let alone : If I deſire they may be 
rooted out, I byye I am no enemy to Church and 
State, neither to God nor Ceſar, and yet for (» do- 
img 1 am maligned , and have been evil ſpoken of 
once and again. Sothat bein's neceſſitated to vindi- 

cate 
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"The Epittle Dedicmory. 


— 


cate my ſelf, and hoping theſe poor Labors may nos | 


be altogether wſcleſs, 1 bave been (comty, 
ok erred 
as — heave non f we gp nn 
eter, becanſe { thought it a prece 

og ey Mew aeofad ecngim) whos 


As for you, mine honored Friends, [ heve onely to 
tell you, that 1 love you in the Lord, defire your wel- 
fare, pray for, and ſhall rejoyce in the proſperity of 
Jour ſouls, And I do beſeech you to walk, worthy of 
the Loyd in all well- . Go on ( as you have be- 
gun) to own God, his Canſe, and Muniſters; where- 
to you have already attained, walk_by the ſame rule, 
and mind: the ſame thing. Mark, chew which cauſe 
drviſions and avoid them, keep up an hugh eſteem of 
publique Ordinances, and be conſtant mm your atteud- 
ance upon them ;, contend c ly for the Farth once 
delivered to the Saints. Hold faſt that winch you 
have, and let no man take your Crown, Be bumble 
and fruiful, ſtudy not to be miſe above what 15 wri- 


ren ; credit the means by your ſpiritual in- | 
you engoy Þ D—_ 


creaſes,and exemplary comver{ations. And 

would bleſs you-with grace, peace and comfort here, 
aud crown you with ylory hereafter, is, and ſhall bs 
the prayer of | 

From my Scudy Yoar $cremeia the 


Samnel Slater. 


— 
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1 Timothy 2. 1, 2+ , 


I exhort therefore , that firſt of all Prayers, 

Supplications, Interceſr10ns, and grymg of 
Thanks be made for all men ; © Xen 
and for all that are in Authority, that we 
may load a quiet and. peactable life, in all 
godlineſs and honeſty. 


He Parents of Timothy being reli- 
10us, and having imbraced the 
iſhan Faich, did (as in dury 
: they were bound ) crain up and 
inſtru& cheir ſon in ir, from his very chuld- 
hood, knowing, that whar Principles chil- | 
dren ſuck in berimes, wich their mothers : 
milk , they qa; for old ac- 
quaintance ſake , carry with them ro 
rheir graves. They made it their care to {ea- 
ſon hum wich Goſpel-Truths , and co ac- 
quaint him with that way in which he 
ought co walk; and cheir pains herein were 
ſo —_— ay ry Paxl reftifierh thus of 
Timethy, That he knew the Holy Scriptures x Tim. 5; 
from a childe, Being thus in his chikitiood Lf. . 
inſtructed by his parents, he was in his youth 
entertained by Paxl, who-rook much pains 
-with him, and builc : & that foundation 
B 


—— 
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which was before laid. Ar laſt being duly 
| qui 


- 64 wh. 


The Protetfors ? Protetion.. Fi 


| mm +- tororeabad rd A 
an Evangeliff, which was extraordt- 
nary, and nor much inferior unco thar of an 
Apoltle. He fpplicd Pals abſence in di- 
vers Churches which were newly planced 
by him, which ervlt he diſcharged with fin- 
gular fideliry, chereby fully anſwering char 
confidence which Paw had of him. Among 
other places, he was left at Epheſau ( Part 
going from chence intoMacedome)ro make 
an end of ordering and ſerring the affairs of 
that Church , which was already planred 
there : And whileſt he was thus execurmg 
his charge, che Apoſtle ſends rhis Epiftle ro 
him , which conrains in it wholeſom Dire- 
&ions,and ftrengrhning or comforrable En- 
couragements. In che beginning thereof, 
he- cha him to lay a reſtraint upon 
thoſe who were over-bukie in ſpreading of 
Doarines., cirher contrary. ro, or diverſe 
from that which Paul had already preached 


—_— — 


* _ 


among them ; and effetually ro endeavor / 


the rooung out of thar falſe DoArine,thoſe 
Tares of Error which Satan had by his in- 
ſtrumencs ſowen among them ; and ſoro 


maincain the Truth delivered, in ics purity, | 


che Church ere&ed, in irs beaury. After- 
waras in the Epiſtle, he roucherh upon-ſun- 
dry points, ſome of wniverſal concermment, 
reſpecting all men,ſome having a more par- 
tiexlar and limired reſpe& unto perſons in 
ſuch or ſuch places and capacities. Thus 

he 


_—_— 


The. Proteffors Provellien. 


he crears of the dury of women , anden- 


Ecclefiaſtical Officers : And as our Saviour 


| would have Ceſar have what was his due, 


ſo his ſervanc the Apolile , creading in his 
Maſters ſteps , Cake 7 —_ , and by 
him che Church at Epbeſwe, —_— 
themfar ali chnome pace of chee dab and 
dury, which we owe unco chem , is Prayer 
for chem ; che payment whereof he requires 
of all menin he Text. I exbort, that ſup- 

—_—_— &c. be made for Kings, "and for alt 

are in aut 


This Exhorration ( as * ſome conceive ) * Deadate. 


was ordered our , becauſe in thoſe days 


there were ſome * who bare no good will to * Fade 8. 


Magiſtracy , but nouriſhed thus errofleous 
opinion , "Fac all civil Order was prof. 
and contrary to the freedom of the Goſj 
and char Kings and Princes were (qua ta- 
les) enemies ro God and Religion, ES 
fiſtent with che Goſpel, and hinderances of 
char li which was purchaſed by Chritt; 
aSIF our eemer <1d nor do enough for 


us, in breaking the powers of Sin and Sa- 


can,and in pulling down the prince of dark- 
no free is ſear, and in bringing a ſpint- 
cual liberty from che law of fin and dearh 


* over untolns people , unleſs he allo over- 


rurned che cheomes of "worldly Princes, _ 


The Protettors Provedion. 
ſted their Sceprers our of rheir hands, and 
pluck up by the roors the hedge of all hu- 
mane laws. A Principle which did nor die 
with thoſe'of thar age , or if dead and bu- 
ried ich ame uy afrerwards yy out 
of the grave by the Anabapuſts , it 1s 
at this day made much of , and kepr warm 
in the boſom of rhoſe whom we call, The 
Fifth-monarchy-men ; who, I believe, are 
not .yer ſuch deſperare enemies ro Power 
and Auchority , bur that chey would wel- 
come a Sceprer and Sword , if into." 
rheir own hands, fince they plead for the 
Saints governing the world, wiſely m—_ 
themſelves of the number. Our bl 
Apoltle, in order to rhe corre&ing of this 
foohiſh and erroneous concatr , _ upon 
Timothy and all others, to pray for rhoſe 
chac* have the Sword of agocy and Go- 
vernment in their hands ; thereby reaching 
us, that we {nould be ſo far from decrying 
them, ing chem, or rifing up agai 
them , char we ſhould by prayer beg Gods 
aſſiſting them in the adminiftracion of thar 
Truft which 1s commirred to them. 

In the words you may take notice of 
cheſe Parts. Firſt, a Duty exhorred unco, 
That Prayers , Smpplications , Interceſsions, 
and groing of Thanks be made. Secondly, 
the perſons for whom Supplications,&c. are 
ro be made; and they are, Firlt, All men. 
Sccondly, Kirgs,and all that are in authority. 
1 Thudly, 


oY 


The Procecters Protettion, 


Thirdly , chat winch we. are co pray for , 
That wnder them we' may live 4 quiet and 
peaceable life, in all godlineſs and honeſty. 

I ſhall noc ſpend time now in opening 
the words , and ſhewing you what heck in 
the womb of each phraſe in chem , fince 
chat will be done , tn che handling of che 
ns Es Be GATHER 
is chis : 


Prayers are to be made for Kings and Go- DoBrine. 


vernors, for all that are urveſted with amthort- 
ty, and raiſed up to eminent place. 

Princes have their hands upon the 
Rudder,ſubje&s ſhould have their eyes un- 
to heaven ; while chey are conſulting and 
caring for us , We ſhould be praying and 
wreſtling for them. They are not too great, 
bur that a weak Chrittian may, and inould 
carry chem in his armes to the Throne of 
Grace : ourward advantages do not raiſe 
them above qur prejers. Indeed thoſe rhac 
fir upon Chriſts throne im heaven , and are 
crowned Wich the glory above, have no need 
eicher co pray themſelves , or that uy elſe- 
ſhould pray for them ; bur they char fir up- 
on earthly thrones, and are clothed wich ma- 
ety here, will ſee cauſe, nor onely to ask 
for chemſelves , bur ro ſend others alſoro 
che Throne of Grace, thar they may ſpeak 
a good word , and beg for them. Nor are 
they too good for us to pray for. David was 2 
man after Gods own Lenin for pie-- 

B 3 ry 
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The Protetors Proteftiow. = 


nd holineſs, yer ſhouM-che Church bleſs 
bania hs mw 0h Ifa Prince be religt» 
ous, he will be ſure ro meet with moſt rem- 
prations from Satan, moſt from 


neſs of a Magiſtrate doth encourage us to 
ay for him, fince we goro God on the be- 
Fall of his friend and ſervant , bur ir doth 
nor give us a Writ of Eaſe , nor-exempt us 
from our dury. Nor are any of thews too wic - 
ked for us to pray for them. Nero the Em- 
peror, when Paul wrote this Epiftle,and or- 
dered our rhis exhorration, he was an over- 
grown finner, a monſter, a beaſt rather chen 
a man, a deſperate enemy to Chriſtian Re- 
ligion , and all ics profeſſors, yer pray for 
him, ſaich Pax. = Princes —_ be 
without prayers, wicked Princes moſt 
in need of them: pray for thoſe thir are bad, 
that God would make them better; for thoſe 
chat rhey might »evey back-ſlide from God, 
for theſe char they mighc return unto thar 
God from whom they have already back - 
ſudden. Our chariry 6ughr to be compre- 
henfive, and by our prayers we ſhould pro- 
mote rhe welfare both of friends and foes, 
as our Lord and Maſter gave us command- 
ment , Love your enemies, bleſs them - 
curſe 


| 


"The Ireelfars Prceffian. 7 
| Zh galndende he pa 
prey (* 7 which deſpitefully uſe you and 


ng org precepr he 
in mk ing par- 


| CES 


bum, 2 3 wot 

| Fake fogiorkm: fo i, o wr 
they do, Indeed noxe are to an in- 
rereſt in our prayers,, theſe onely excepted, 


oncerning 
conclude het he ks comme fir ani 
to death , the blaſphemy againſt rhe Holy '* 
Ghoſt, which certainly and poſitively to 

affirm concerning any man, 1s che moſt dif- 

ficulr thing in che world , and nor very far 
removed from an impoſſibilicy. 

In che furcher 2-47 this Poinc, 
I ſhall obſerve chis merh ind " 

I. Wewill enquire e ay- 
ers mult be made for Kings , and j-f ju 
choriry. 

2. We will ſhew you whar is to be the 
matter of our prayers, or what a 8 
pray for, 

3. Wage you ſome nd why 


we Pe Kings, and choſe in au- 
Sw hn in-rhe laſt place” make 
__ Tmquonemenc af che x truth in a Way of 
Of all which 1n their order. 
Firlt, what inde of prayers muſt be 
up for Kings, and thoſe that are in awtho- 
rity ? _— an a»ſwey to this queſtt- 


onin our Apoſtles atk in another 
place, 


ai 


-$— 


"The Proteffers v7 Procffion, _ " — 


place, 6 Eph. 18. Py 
no Mc; Figs for yon arm: 


aw, 0 y and ro morrow, while, and 
as often as you have praying opporraninies, 
In the morning (owe your ſeed , and inrhe 
' hold nor your hand”: and ſo prey al 
prajers , Confeſsiqn, Pericion, - 
: bur we need nor go any Where elſe 
for an Anſwer to our Queſtion, fince we 
have a full and ſarisfatory one in the Texr, 
The. Apoſtle here cells us , we muſtmake- 
ſupplications, prayers, meerceſcions, and g1- 
ving of thanks. Unto all which we ſhall 
ſpeakin their order. 
We mult pray for Princes and Governors 


| with deprecatory prayers , which are in the 


That called Supplications, The word in the 
Bi is Avoes, Which, ſairh wr” 2: 
etch petitionens op1s eOemmusr ad a- 
vertanda * a rar Þ cucoor and help 
needfull for the averting or keeping off 
thoſe evils and miſctnefs which face and 
threaten us. Zanchy ſaith, che word im- 
porrs thoſe prayers,qu/bus mats deprec amr, 
tam [piritvalia quand corporalia, tans termpo- 
ralia quam eterna. 3. e. by which we'depre- 
care,or defire God ropreſerve us from evils, 
borh ſpirz:»al, which ſcarrer their malignanc 
influences upon the” ſaw! ; and. corporal , 
which moleſt and are enemies to the wel- 
fare of the body ; temporal, which are infli- 
Red in chis life, and make our way uncom- 
fortable ; 
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forrable ; #ermal,which ate reſerved for the 
pas wins 
ina words ications are the-calling) 
in of God to-be our ſhield, and bwck/er, our 
fortreſs and ftirong tower , ro' keep us ſafe 
ns and whoſoever 'wauld de- 

ve us either -of being, 'or of well-being, 
Now, theſe cations are to be made for 
Princes and: Rulers, Their-chrones do noc 
ftand ſo ſure; bur they may ſhake. Their in- 
rerelt is nos ſo- great , bur chey have ſome 
enemies. Their defigns and effdeavors ne- 


ver ſo mich for others » bur ſome in 
their Realms may' be detiring, and concri- 
ving thery deſtruction. David was 2 


man after. Gods own heart , and: choſen by 
God himſelf tobe'King, yer had he a Shi- 


- mme1 to curſe hiny,, an Abſalom. to riſe up a- 


gain{t him ,- and thowſands. ar tract ro back 
him in his unnaruralneſs and rebellion. Is- 
deed very few of their houſes ars aca 

without clowds. Somenmes the Sun of p:o- 
ſpericy ſhines glonouſly upor: their raber- 
nacles, but anon again the day's overcaſt, 
the heaven is black with clouds and: minde,aud 
there is a ſound of abundance of rau. Now, 
it becomes us to labour che preventing of 
thoſe miſeries which rhrearen chem,and che 
keeping off rhoſe evils which ſeem immi- 
nent over them, and ro hald' chat harld 
which would ſacrifice them, and offer chem 


up unto the fury of their enemies, When 
chere 


—© The Prote/Fors Pruvettion, 


black, clowds of trouble 
nm —————_ _— 


_- 


_ omnipocent 

to the Sea) fo-ſay unco theſe waves, Be (ill, 
and eicher ro drive thems back, as once he 
= horny , or elſe to limu (ayings | th 


0 and no fort We 
wary yaLogr to ſee the Sword of Ju- re 
fice and divine gt nano —_—_ it. 
open 4 our err by 

es 
marry on ITY endeavor to ſtay rhe _ 
hand, & to ward he blow incended againſt | p, 
at 
f 


: them, in the mean time w away their | 
1 King! offences with, owr tears. If 7 hand | 
be withered, ler the man of God pray for him A 
judice che whole. Thus we ſhould put up - 
deprecatory prayers (alledinchs Tan Sye-| D 
IL plications) for Magiticares and Governors, | - 
——_——— bar | q 

Kings, and all thar are in authoricy. Theſe | , 
are in the Tranſlation called Prayers, im , 
the Original aliZes , which word ; 


eth 
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deſired : we ought 

vite the bleſſings of God upon che heads of 
choſe whom: he 'hach ſer over us. ' Beg for 
' them direttion, cnt God/would guide their 
| hand, while ic is upon the rudder. When 
' the Ifraclices were travelling toward Ca- 
; naan, God led them by a pillarof a cloud 
by day, and of fire by night, chey being un- 
acquainted wir che way, and ready ac eve- 
' ry turn to ſep aſide. The way in which 
Princes are to walks no beaten parh, there 
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reftion ; as they are ſubje& ro miſtakes, ſo 
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duce chem , and put chem in a mrong Way | 
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be their Shield as well as their Sun; 


ſo ſafe, ing it abour with his careful 
NT Beg for them 


pl 
which Pſalm thro 1s yery-pertinenc 
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- to our purpoſe , ir being a Prayer of -the | 
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Church, in-which ( according to what you | 


finde in the concenes thereof ) ſhe bl 


the King. in. his exploics , 5,e. begs from | 


God a bleſſing upon him in his underta- 
kings : See the 2, 3, 4 verſes, Send thee help 
from the Santinary, and ſtrengthen thee ont of 


$ien : there they beg for hum aſſiſtance of - 


God, | 
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Laorety” Remember allthy 
acceprance 
| | rs 5 nary Fanny 
ers With her own, and, as ic were doth wich 
her own hand , nd, (abſcrih all che Penrions 
that ho draws ; Grant thee' according to thy 
*' heart, and x rr ws pn — 
prays for ſucceſs CISAY 
| his counlels, defigns and purpoſes, s. e. panes 
| of themas were according to the will of God, 
' and framed by char exa& rule; ſuch of chem 
as made for the glory of God , and were di- 
rected co that fil an ol mend 
\ ſuch of them to 
_—_— and welfare both the Charch and 
State , the care of which ſhould = 
near che Princes heart ; here was 2 


ver' happy conj weer ocations be- 
enc. rween agood King and a good | Da- 
to! wida good King), much in care and pra 
ull | for his , they again much in 

for um: is a fair Copy for us ro write 


after. And thas you ſee we are ro pur up 
peuutionary Prayers for our Governors. 
We mult pur up erceſſory prayers for 
Princes, and alt rhoſe that are in Authority 
OVET us. aw abt ird Branch,mencioned 
here in-che Texr, Iterceſſions. The word in 
the Original is i/Niofers, and fairh Arrtims, 
we make Interceſſion, quories de LPT i 
lata querinaar, Domino vindictan commu- 
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mus. 1.4, When we 
and injuries that are unto 
commir their cauſe ro God, and their vi 
dication, and alſo ſamrimes ſolicice him rt 


Name of the God of Tacob defend thee. Thus 
in an bour ic RE — 
chreatni r, r Prince 
in Co of cher faich and prayer, carry-' 
inghim to the Name of the Lord which ir, 
« Pry Toni chat in it he nught be fafe. | 
The. {ame ſhould we- do ; if & expeimal 
crouble ariſe, and che Chief Magitſtrace in | 
the Nation runnes an hazard, men of Belial | 
riſing up, who would lay his honowy in the 
duſt ; in 2 word, are there either forrein, or | 
home-bred adverſaries at work (in a way of 
epex Violence or ſecret contrivances) to 
bring abour his ruine and overthrow, it then | 
becomes the Saincs, Who ate Heavens Fa- | 
apes doko hnp bin onde 
 hisprayers, be his help, im ſafe under 
the ſhadow of his wings, fer him on an high 
place, our of the reach of tus Enemies rage | 
EDS. 
ould repel 
of his Enemies. Cornelins eAlap tells us | 
that interceſsion is, /nterpellario pro alioruns | 
ſalute, | 


2 
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ſalute, 2 putting in with God for the ſafery 


ang of ochers. Polanss tells ws, it is that prayer 


which che ſainrs maks for others (ur Dews 


3p ſis bonum aliquod , ab ip/is ma- 
an alqwd yank: yr ular 


load them with his Bleſsings , or caſe them 
of their Burdens ; follow with mercy 
and goodneſs, and compaſs rhem abouc 
with ſongs of deliverance. Thus is proper 


work for Gods people; ir becomes them co © 


be cheir Princes Saviors. Darias made a 


; decree, 6 Exra, Thar expences be given to 
| the Jews fot the work of the Temple, and 


char they ſhould be furniſhed with Bul- 


:; Tocks, and Rams and Lambs,for the Burne- 


offerings of the God of Heaven. Bur why ſo? 


' See verſe. 10. wdipmtefe fg 


of ſweet ſavours nuts the God of Heavin, 

ay for the Life of the King and of bis 
Non FU dons oben for an 
Heathen Prince | anne. we = 
ESRI 
for Chriſtian Princes, in the daies of trowble 


and &? You know, when there have - 


been eirher rumules, or rebellions, or inſur- 
ITS 
e a 
Rulers and chief ry the Nation, 
ic was the worke of Sheriffs and Officers 
in the State, to raiſe up che poſe ___ 
r 
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the Forces, and Trained Bands. of the ſe- 
veral Counties (according as. need requi- 
red) on the Princes behalt a his ene * 
mies. Truly, OY =_ —— 
done, the part work is yer 
behinde ; '. nm Chriſtians by prayer co 
Taiſe up the poſſe Celi, the Powers of Hea- 
ven, -and to call in the everlaſting arms ; 
Exurgas Dew, Let God ariſe, and ler his 


enemies be ſcattered. Bur we procced, 


Therefore ; © | 
+... We mult pur up gratulatory prayers for 

——_ and (uch as are ——_— 

bankso wing is a part of prayer, it 1s 
the Ch re called for here in the Text. 
The ,word in- the Original is ivyeccias, 
which fgnifiech (gratiarum attionem pro ac- 
ceptit beneficus ,)-a giving of chanks for be- 
nefics received , _ is 2 uy 
\upon every Chriſtian, in every condition, for 
ever —_ For- there 1s no-condicion in 
which a; Chriſtian can be,- bur cherein he 


findes mercy, if not comforting mercy, yer. | 


ſupporting mercy ; if not delivering, yet mo- 
derating mercy; 1f not ſo mech metcy as he 


deſires, yet more then he deſerves, andeve- 


ry mercy ought to be chankfulls encerrain- 
ed. God cannot be required for, yer he 
muſt be owned and acknowledged in the 
our-goings 'of his goodneſs. We can, for 
all rhe favours we receive 'from God, f ay 
um ns hey way, ang therefore n_—_ 
oul 
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ſhould be Liberal ; God doth nox call for 
thouſands of rms, nor for ten thouſands of 
ravers of oyl, ſurely then none ſhould grudge 
hum the calves of rhe lips. Now as chis hech 
as a duty upon every . Chriſtian thankfully 
to own Gods goodneſs in that dew which 
falls upon his own fleece, in thoſe blefhngs 
which are reached out ro him, or his fanu- 
ly, or relations in patricular, fo is ic their 

[2 chat © dew which falls 
upon the. ground round aboxt , yea, though 
their own fleece be dry, and Promdgnce or- 
ders our a more ſparing hand to them,as to 
their own private incereſt. And ſo ro come 
ro the bufinz(s in hand. 

When the Rulers of a Nation have re- 
ceived from God fignal and eminenc Fa- 
vors, all under chem ſhould cake cheir parr, 
and joyn with chem in a Song of Praiſe : 
Thus did rhe Church, Pſal. 20. 5. We will 
rejoyce im thy ſalvation, inthe Name of our 
God we will ſet up our banners, the Lord fulfil 
all thy petitions, Thy deliverances, and con- 
queſts, and victories ſhall be our joy, ny 
proſperous ſucceſſes ſhall be ſeconded wit 


4 our triwmphs , we will lifr up our banners. 


Ingrediemur urbem ereitis wexillis , we will 
encer che City wich Trumpers ſounding, 
Drumsbearing, Colours flying, as after an 
happy and glorious Concueil, Thus che 
mercies, and bleſſings , and deliverances 
which are vouchſaftd unto them, Soudd5y 

C (i 
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ſer upon our ſcore, and we for them ſhould 
——_— our _ ———— jp 
ing the intereſt of praiſe , as if the princes 

bal been ao This 13 exceed=- | | 
ing acceptable to God : that Sacrifice ſavours 
beſt , unto which every one contributes | 
ſomething , then do we make the ſweereſt | 
melody in the ears of heaven, when all | 
joyn rogerher. And it is exceeding wwe 
wit ſelf, reaſon requires that we ſhould | 


thankfully acknowledge thoſe Mercies 
which we taſte che ſweetneſs and reap the | 
benefit of. Mercies rothe Rulers of a Na- 
tion are National mercies, they have nor 2 
private, bur publick influence, The clouds 
indeed my empry themſelves more plentt- 
fully upon rhem , bur yer ſome of their 
drops diſtil and fall upon the ſmalleſt and 
meanelt ſpet of the Land. Ir is true,the Ol ' 
of divine Goodneſs may be mott liberally? 
ſhed upon the head of a Nation, bur ir doth: _ 
nor tay there, no, ir deſcends to the very? ©© 
s&irts of the garments. The ſame providen-! Vi 
tial diſpenſation which bleſſerh chems with | Fac 
proſperity,doth reach out unto ws peace : that} 
, * Mercy whichgives our Princes to ſer their} 7 
= upon the necks of their enemies, 1 
choſe exems;es from ſerri ir feet 
om. ſerring rheir feer upon = 
ver 
he: 
kin 


Sam KMonnrtmaAo=rMrls == 


owr necks. It is true, rhe Cup is put into 
their hands, and chey have the molt hearry! 
draughrs , bur fince eyery one of us ſips of "© 
ir, let.,us look, wp, Of this more hereafter. | 
So 
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So much may ſufhce to be ſpoken of the 
y- | firltching, #hat kinde of prayers mutt be puc 
af | up for Princes, and all chat are in Aurho- 
4. mcy. Supplications , Prayers, Interceſcions, 
ir9 and T han IUIngy. 
es The ſecond thing which we are to en- 
et quire into, Is this 2 What 15 to be the matter of 
| our prayers? or,what ought We to beg of God 
for them > Some things by way of direction 
114 | have been ſcattered already = down in 
es | this Diſcourſe,which for your help, you may 
he | £4ther rogether and bndle up; Bur we (hall 
12- nor ſo content our ſelves , therefore in ge- 
ta neal, we ſhouldpray that God would pour 
ids Out upon them a ſpirit of Government. When 
ti- Samet had anointed Sawl, it is ſaid, God 
eir £4ve h.m another beart, 1 Sam. 10.9. thar 
ind cher heart was not a ſan&ified hearr, nor 
Ogt? 2 renewed heart , nos an heart furniſhed 
11y; With che ſaving graces of Gods ſpirit ; for 
oth. noevichſianding all his profeſſhons,and good 
ery} converſations , he was 2 wicked protane 
; wretch, he carried a foul heart under a fair 
irh} face. Bur God gave him an hearr fir for rule, 
har} a2 heart endowed with Heyoick vertues and 
Princely qualities. Such an heart we ſhould 
eps beg for the Chief Governor of che Narion, 
on char as he hath high imployment , ſo he may 
have a raiſed and moble ſpirit : Herhar go- 
rey} Yerns a State, had need of another kinde of 
; ofs Peart then he thardrives a plow : pray for 
er. | aim that God would give him grace. He & 
So} C3 ougl IC 
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ought to be religious himſelf , who would 
promote it in his ſubjeas. He 1s not like ro 
deſtroy all rhe wicked of the Land, who 
doth not himſelf walk within his houſe with 
a perfe&t hearr. I do not think chat Do- 
munion 15 founded in grace ; and an irreli- 
vious Prince ought to be derhroned. 1 be- 
lieve Saw was a lawful king, though no hol 
man, andJudas a true Apoltle , how 
faiſero his Maſter. He that harh not grace 
ut his heart, may yer holda Sceptey 1n thus 
band ; but doubtleſs Holineſs is the moſt 
ſparkling jewel in the Princes Crown : ahd he 
ts like rorule beſt, who hath rhe law of God 
in his heart. Pray, that God would give 
him direftions from above , hold his hand, 
fieer his courſe, make his way plain before 
his face, ſo guide him wich tus counſel, as 


that this rule might be managed according 


ro Gods will, andall things ordered accor- 
ding to the preſcripr of the Word. *Thus in 
Pſal. 52. 1. Grve the King thy judgements, 
OGed, and thy righteouſneſs unto the Kings 
ſon. © -By jud and righteouſneſs 
* (ſairh Mollerws upon the place)both here, 
* and many orher places of the Pſalms, you 
© muſt underſtand ſuch a re&titude & Rrait- 
© neſs, m which there 1s no ſerving from 
© ho and equity , no giving way to luſt 
* or paſſon, no ryrannical a&ings ; bur an 
© approving and encouraging of rhat which 
*15 good, a condemning: puniſhing wv 
whic 
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* which is evil. And ſo David prays here 
© for Solemen, thar God would teach Sole- 
© mon his dury, what he owes to us ſub;e as, 
* and bow he ought —— 
* dom; that ſo his Government mighe 

© no other then a copying our of Gods 


ey and Righteouſneſs , that as 
* God dorh molt wiſely, holily, and juſtly 
© 2overn the whole world, ſo Solomon mighr 


* char parr of it which was commuted unto 
* his charge. The ſame ſhould we pray for 
our Princes and Governors, and more par- 
ticularly for him whom God hath now ſer 
over us : So much in general. Bur ler us 
return again to the Text,which 15 nor onel y 
a precepe , bur the praying mars direttary, 
and here Paw tells us , we ſhould prayfor 
LI 9003 He y, _ 5: thews 
we might le1d a qui accable life w all 
pow > 5 and der be inn we ſhould 
pray, their Government m_—_ wiſely 
direged to the atraining of « three 
ends ; Peace, Piety, Honeſty. Of all which 
in their o:der. 

We ſhould pray that under them we 
might lead a peaceable life. Pacems te poſci- 
ws ownes : there is ſuch incomparable and 
taking beauty in Pea , as there be ferv or 
———— are enamo-ed with it : it needs no 
Encomiums, carrying its commendation in 
its very name, And fince all defire ir, 1c 
becomes all ro pray for it : follow it. with 
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endeavors and prayers,and char is che way to | 


er it,they that would have it on earth, muſt 
Fok in in hoover, at the hands of that God, 
who is the Prince of Peace, who can com- 
ward ir, yea if need be create ir. We hve 
like Heathens if we do nor often go to the 
Throhe of Grace, in thoſe addrefles among 
other Peririons we ro make ſome for 
peace, rhar God would grant us to fir under 
our own vines and hg-trees , none maki 
us afraid, Thus they prayed for Jeruſalem, 
Pſal. 12:2. 6,7. Pray for the peace of Jerw- 
fale m, they ſt all proſper that love thee ; peace 
be within thy walls , and proſperity within thy 
palaces.Proſperity 1s the daughter of Peace, 
ſucks her breaſt, and hath all ics nouriſh- 
ment from her. If Peace rhe morher dieth, 
Profperiry the daughter will follow her, and 
borh ſhall be incombed rogerher: if che neck, 
of Peace be cur aſunder,the head of Proſpe- 
rity fallsro the ground. The Iſraelites were 
by the expreſs commandment of God re- 
quired ro pray for rhe peace of Babylon, the 
place whither rhey were carried caprive, 
Fer. 29. 7. Seth the peace of the City, whi- 
ther I have cauſed you to be carried captives, 


-. 


_ —  __ 


and pray unto the Lord for it, for in the peace © 
thereof, ſhall ye have peace : and if they were | 


ro pray for Babylon , ſhall nor we pray for 
Zion? if they were commanded ro 9c for 
che peace of the Land of cheir Captivity, 
how much more ſhould we pray for the 


peace 
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peace of che Land of our Nativity. Pray 
that we might lead a quiet and peaccable 
life. 4 garer life, from 1n-bred commorions 
and domeſtick jars : 4 peaceable life, free 
from forrein ue wy Our former ſuff-:- 
ings under civil diicords are (as one would 
think) ſufficient motives ro che ptatuie of 


this duty : che lace flames have devoured * | 


much, and we are all as brands pluck: our 
of che , ler us be earneſt with God 
that another e may noe = kindled among 
us. Surely chey char do (as we do) know 
what war means , how dreadful ſounds in 
our ears he roarngs ofthe Canonghe gh 

ings of the priſoners, che groans of the dy 

 hocioonts of wigows and 

orphans have been, whar ir is co lie open to 
the incurſions of a bloody and enraged ene- 
my : in-a word, what ir 15 co live in fear, of 
having near and dear relation broken in 
pes of ogy = ag all our comfortable 


IIS being turned our of houſe 
me,of being wy om of liberry, 1Þets 
lee ic ſelf ; ſurely they, chat know 
-_ will look upon Peace as a Mercy 
the praying for Bleſſed be God the 
fire is at preſenc quenched,rhe ſtorm is laid, 
and we enjoy a {weer ſerenity , an happy 
calm. Indeed our peace is lirtle leſsthen a 
miracle : who is there thar ſeriouſly con't- 
ders the ſte of affairs , che many enemies 
whuch ye have abroad, the deC {S270 heart- 
C 4 burning: 
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; _— and ammoſities which are among 
CERN EIINS WOEnY 
"England is\nquier as itis at Ys 
through rhe goodneſs of our God? Bre- 
thren , ler us admire and be thankful thar 
we have peace ; ler us prey and be bumble, 
chat rhis peace may be conrinued, You can- 
nor bur know rhar rhere are thoſe among us 
who would have it otherwiſe ; wipers that 
would eat through their mothers bowels , (0 
chey mighr bur make a way to their own de- 
ſigns. Are there nor ſome who have ſaid, 
They would be glad ro ſee all in confuſion, 
and chings will never be well cill ir comes 
ro chat ; thereupon rejoycing when Profeſ- 
ſors divide , and differences among them 
heighren. There are  Salamanders which 
love to live in the fire of Commorions and 
Difſenrions ; ſome char think it beſt fiſhing 
in the troubled difturbed warers of a ſharrey- 
red State ; and I wiſh ſuch were nor to be 
found among us : but obſerve,who are they, 
moſt of them ſuch as having nothing ro 
looſe, care not who fall, fince they know 
chey themſelves can be no lower ; nay hope 
thar their neighbors rue will be their own 
raiſing ; being ſo low already, they would 
ger 2 lictle higher , by making us their foor- 
ſtool. Orhers of them, yea all the reſt, or if 
not. all (for I would nor be uncharicable) 
yer moſt are men of »o conſcience, no piety, 
no frienls to the power of godline(s , bur 
> would 


w—_ 


ens Al wiſe ene ein, 

| et, and to ſayl upon aſmoorh ſea, and can 

, cordially ſay with David, We are for peace. 
Learns} og under thoſe who II. 
; are inaurhoricy, we may lead 4 godly bife. 

t } Iris an happy Nation,whole Rulers are noc 
onely Patres Patrie, the Fathers of the 


Count rey , bur alſo "Nweriti Eccleſia, the 
Nurſing | Fathers of the Church, Defender 

' of the Faith _n the moſt yrs part of 

' our Engliſh Kings Title, e Hor 

| ,, double are FShankfulneſs, "whoſe 

ſtrares care is co preſerve he peace the — 

Nation , but chiefly co ſecure 

peVs "gion We re of barge] ar. 
CO who fed chem with 
— God, the food te life, which 1s 

Sporer n the honey or honey-comb; 

;} 4 David who would nor give fleep to his F{4. 132. 

eyes, nor {lumber to his eye-lids , until he * 5: 

! had foundouta _—_ for the Lord, an ha- 
bicarion for rhe of Jacob ; who could * 547: 
rake no content. in his own howſe of Cedar,* 
ſo long as the 4rk, of God t within 
curtains: 2 Te hoſhaphat, who we nt out tho=, ghres, 
row the people , from Beerſhoba ro Mount 19. 4. 

; Ephramm, and brought chem back unro the 
Lord God of their fathers : an Hezchiah, » Chron. 

i who took care for the refforing of my 3b 345- 

an 


: pre - : 
; and honor ef a Were 
, vere 'begyar a prance, 
botone hogs wiſe dre Gi, every weak- 
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ſound Do&rine ; and nor bear the ſword in 

vain , ſuffering ic torukt in the ſcabberd of 

floch and negligence, bur draw it and uſe ir 

u_r—_pd Dans Fog. We-had 
wich God to this 


for, believe ir , 
mp. aſpung Than 1 ney et oy 
fay, it was never never (| 
fered more in this be hls fanned 
years, then ir doth now : how is the Land 
overſpread with falſe dogrines , and wich 
vicious es ? Never more Hereticks 
crying che Truchs of che 
then now. Never more ſon: of Behal deri- 
and making a mock at the power of 
and ſtrifineſs of Converſation 
then now. And wnely chaſe wo uſually go 
band in hand, and ſeldom or never are part 
EST 


ve once pur our the 


on Er En 
and wallowing in the mice of all wickednes. 
Now then inorder to the ſuppreſſing of pro- 
faneneſs, chere nay F wa) tr wt 
NT en En Pang 

co pray that. our Magiſtrates 
mtiag dr ae ins. 

Jus AE fewel nhuch feeds Ecro 
might be caken away ; if you W our 
7 © ay, 02 The Preſe is 
pm ary ney me See {= 
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; month books and pamphecsyffe li 
gerous dodtrines and damnable 
iris ſad ro ſee how ly 
and ſeduced ſouls /:ck wp the vow. 
is baſe Copper Coyn minced, wich the ftawp 
of Truch upon it , and by ic thouſands cf 
ſouls are cheated to their er. 
ing. It would be happy for England if this 
abuſe were redified ; for as reverend Ma- 
er Perkgns laih, © Ic cannot bur be a gre: 
© hinderance ro the true Religion, thar ſuch 
© books may be publickly ſold ro any one 
* thar will buy chem, wichour due confide- 
* ration had whether the parry have gifts ro 
* diſcern berween cruch and falſhood, In | 
* the Popiſh Church ( ſaih he ) chey are 
© more careful,for rhey permir not a man ro 
*read an Herericks Book ( as they call us 
©Proceſtants) wirhour leave , and that un- 


der 
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5 4eration way notbe granted. 

| ner endure that a nictle houldbe ſpoken a- 

| gainſtacoleration, ir 15 their Ar 

the winde muſt not blow 

beauriful ener of Clecfres i liberry. Man 

plead for a lambs licemionſneſs of th 

printing, profeſſing what every one plea- 

ſerh. Surely cheſe men will nor allow the 

" | fame liberryin- other things, would they 
have mendo what lift, withour con- 
woul ? ſo that any ould come , wo 
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blemith. cheir _ , rifle their 
Houſes 4 ſeize on Goods , take away 
all cheir Eftares, and none ay. why 
do you ſo ? if chey will nor allow t s, and 
yer plead for a roleration of every thing, 
though never ſo concrary to. Religion , I 
ſhall rake leave 4 rell chem, be hows 
they will , char _ = cheir belly berter 
'thanrheir 'Ged ; efer their own pro 
vate intereſt j; and intereſt of Chriſt 
The ſame holy Mr. Perkins (aich, * Iris nor 
* lawful rogranc any man or people rhe [1- 
© berry of their own conſcience i In matrers 
© of Religion, —_—_ them to profeſs 
© what Religion m_—_ ; forif chis be al- 
: — —- how ſhould falſe prophers be avoi- 
*ded ? The Governors of a Nation _ 
in this imitare che good King Tofiah 
aſſembled all Judah , a y- cauled Bros 
people ro hear the word of the Lord, and ro 
ftand tothac Religion, which by the Book of 
God was made known unto z as you 
may ſee in 2 Chron. 34. 30, 31, 23 verſes, 
The went up into the Houſe of the 
Lord, and all che men of Jadeh,and the in- - 
habicancs of Jersſalem, and the Prieſts and 
the Levices , and all the people great and 
ſmall : and be read ini their ears all che 
words of the Book of the Covenant thar 
was found in the Houſe of the Lord. And 
the King ood in his place,and made a Co- 
venant before the Lord, ro walk after wr 
Lord, 
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Lord, and ro keep his Co and 


his Teſtimonies, and his Staruces, - with all | 


his hearr, and wich all his ſoul, co perform 
the words of the Covenant which are writ- 
ren in this Book,and he cauſes all chat were 
preſent in FJerwſalem and Benjamin to ftand 
£0 it : he did nor leave them co rhemſelves, 
to back-ſlide and apoſtarize from God if 
they would, bur he cavſed chem to fand to 
it, andir is ſaid verſe 33. He made all thar 
were preſent in /ſrxe{co (erve,even to ſerve 
the Lord cheir God. Laſtly, 

We ſhould pray for thoſe thar are in au- 
thoriry, that under rhem we might lead an 
honeſt life. That is rhe thied thing men- 


. rioned by che Apoſtle in che Text. Thar 


we might live as & ivesfie , ingodlineſs, 
ſo n—_— in honeſty. Whar is thar ? 
Chamier ſaith the word fignifieth ( caſtita= 
tems, ſeveritatens, gravitatem, morum hone= 
ſtatem, Ong a kinde of ſeverity, uy, 
honeſty maners, gravity, modeſty, 

aSis ro be found in well educared -youths 
and virgins. Aretins ſaich ic fignifiert: (f- 
= —_— 141078 ny wn n 
ceſſn, ſermone, faltis, rotaque vita) a come- 
lineſs and order in the family, decency and 
gravity in habir, behaviour, words, actions, 
and in the whole courſe and converſation. 
The word is uſed, r Tim. 3-4--one that ru- 
leth well his own houſe, having his children 
in ſubje&ion (ule Terms rourbrur®) __ 
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all gravity; and ſo 2 Tum 2. (mgm 
men be ty gon. In a word, it 
fignifierh a ſeemly gracious Carriage, 
oppoſed roall lightneſs, vanity, or viciout- 
$ in geſture, ſpeech, apparel, counte- 
nance, deeds, or converſation, ſuch a kinde 
of deportment as may finike a kinde of awe 
and dread upon by-ſtanders. So thar we 
ought to pray , thar Magiſtrates may fer 
themſelves to ſuppreſs all abuſes and exor-" 
rmnery2ogelieth endpiny, bara 
is contrary to godl [ery , bur alſo 
which bids defence to ————_— char chey 
may look to the keeping of the ſecond, as 
well as of the firſt Table,and ſo order rhi 
in the Common-wealth ( che =—_— 
whereof is commicred co them) as thar eve- 
ry one may keep the place in which he is 
ſer, doche work which belongs to hi 
ready tec pF de 
e. 
much may ſuffice co be {| of the (e- 
cond general head, what we ought co defire 
of God for our Prince and Governors, vie., 
Thar he and they might be ſo dire&ed and 
aſsiſte4 from above, as that under rhetr 
Rule, Peace may be enjoyed , which iſſluerh 
in the Nations proſperity , Holineſs may be 
countenanced, which tends to Geds glory, 
and encouraged, which 1s big with 
advantage unto our ſelves and others. 
We now proceed to the raird ching pro- 
pounded, 
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pounded, which is co lay down ſame Rea- 
ſons, why we ought to pray for Kings and 
all char- are in authoricy. And all char I 
ſhall ſay, will be reduced unco cheſethree 
chings. Gods will. Owr duty. Their neceſsity 
calls for this at our hands. God would have 
it, We oNe it to chem, they need it. Of all 
which as they lie before us. 

Firſt, Ivis Gods will that we ſhould pray 
for thoſe that are in Authoricy over us. 1f 
_ be bur —_ pe need do no more. 

$1s, and ought to be argument enou 
with a gracious gon who ever calls God 
Lord, mult do whar ever he commands him. 
Lord, what wilt thow have me to do ? (aid 
Paxl. He did not quettion or deny the do- 
ing of that which God would have, He thac 
hach Gods Law wricten in his hearr, will, 
nay cannot bur delight ro do Gods will : if 
the way be ſhewn, he harh fee? co run it. 
Now it is the will of God that w# ſhould 

for our Rulers. Herequires this of ue. 

reis GoJs preceptive will , and there is 

his permiſſive will. By his peymiſcrve will 
many chings come to paſs which are againſt 
his preceptive will, God forbids all fin, even 
the lea(t,and yer there could be none in rhe 
world, unleſs he did permit ir. Now a bare 
perwiſeion 1s nor (ſufficient ro warrant an 
ation: bur God doch nor onely permit, buc 
alſo requares, that we ſhould pray for our 
Magiltrares, We have leave to do it , We 
D may 
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may if we will, nay it is expeed and Jookr 
for ; it is work that is cut out for us , and 
unleſs ic be done , we can never look our 
Mafter in the face with boldneſs and com- 
fort. This is clear fromrhe Text , / exhort 
that prayers be made for all men, for Kings, 
&c. Tapaxyas, py ny rolg. I 
ic earneſtly of word imports 
_— havoronhel eithing end adifega 
a thing, bur a vehement intrearing, an att- 
ing with great ,and many beſeech- 
ings, as ſome Cruicks obſerve. Thus Pax! 
exkong chem ro chis dury , and you mult 
conſider rhar herein he a&s as an Apoſtle, as 
Chrilts Meſſenger and Embeſſador, as one 
appointed by God to make his will known 
unro his people , ſo that God dorh by hum 
exhorr us ro do ir : "This voice of Pas! is as 
much as if there had been a voice from hea- 
ven, and we are as much bound ro obey this 
call, asf there had been an Angel ſent on 
pr—_ ingchis meſlage ro us. He that 
areth you, (aich Chriſt, beareth me, avd he 
that heareth me, beareth him that ſemt me. 
Again, as God requires this of us, ſo he ap- 
proves it in ms, Verie 3. for this is acceptable 
wn the ſight of God our Savior. naddy x, dT6- 
Surry, 1t is good : the word fignifierh honeſt, 
beaurzful, excellent : ic is a choice work, 
full of beauty and comelineſs , hereby you 
will approve your ſelves honeſt men, adorn 
your profeſsion , and make the excellency 
of 
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of your ſpirirs ro appear. And acceptable, 
rery pleaing nc God,thart which he cakes 
ight and concencment in. Such 
A73Gee are of a ſweet ſmelling ſavour, ſo 
it chey are offered up wich pure” hearrs, 
and clean hands. You need not fear thar 
God will caft theſe peritions out of doors ; 
no, no, you ſhall be very welcome, when 
you come upon ſuch errands. Chriſt our 
Savior 1s ſo far from oppoling civil Govern- 
ment, and earthly Princes, as that your 
praying for them 1s exceeding acceprable 
unco him. 

Ic is our duty to pray for our Rulers and 
ſuch = are in Aurhority over us We _ a 
provcrb among us, Honeſt men will pay therr 
debts, this is no leſs ; and though = pray 
for chem fervently, with all our hearrs, and 
our dehres of their good is che common cry 
of all wichin us ; we pray for thenr 
continually, and in every one of ofir approa- 
ches to ,yet we mult ſay, t was no more 
then our duty. This is no matcer of choice, 
not left to our ſelves whether we will do ic 
or no, if we negle& ir, rhey may pur in 
their Bill againſt us in Gods Courr, and re- 
cover damages. Prayer is a debe which we 
ewe unto our Governors upon a : hree-fold 
ACCOURt, 

Firſt , we owe it unto them as they are 
men, The Apoſtle here would hve prayers 
made for all men , for men of all — 
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Jews, and Greeks, Barbarians, Scyrhians, 

men of \all- ſorts, whether rhey be high or 

low, rich or poor, honorable or baſe, good 
or bad, yet as they are men, pray for rhem. 
For allmen, even your enemies , that hare 
you and perſecute you, and ſpeak all maner 
of evil of you,and do all maner of miſctuef 
to you. For rhis we before gave you Chriſts 
precept and pattern, let me ſhew you how 
others of the Saints being acted by che ſame 
ſpirit, have done the ſame thing, Moſes 
ſtood up in the gap for thoſe rhar ſhewed 
little love ro him. The children of 1ſrae/ 
murmured againſt tim and Aron, Numb. 
I4. 2, y2the S for them, vex/e 1.9. Par- 
don I beſeech thee, the imquity of this pen; le, 
according unto the greatneſs of thy mercy. 
Airiam and Aaron ipeak again him, Num. 
I 2+ X.. YL. if the be leprous, he will defire 
God to work a cure, verſe 13. He cried wn- 
to the Lord, ſaying, Heal her now, O God, 1 © 
beſeech thee, The ungrareful Iſraclices re- 
jet Samwel , were weary of his Govern- 
ment, choſe them another Head; yer be will 
with. them well (till : if he may not exer- 
ciſe the power of a Prince , he will nor fail 
in doing the office of a Prieft : if he may 
not give Laws to them,he will put up Prey» 
ers for them, and give wholeſom 1nſ{ruttions 
rorhem ; hewill berheir Counceller, if nor 
their Commander. 1 Sam. 12. 23. God for- 
bid that I ſhould fin againſt the Lord, in cea- 
ſmg 
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ſing to pray for you , but 1 will teach you the 
good and the right way. Though Davids 
enemies rejoyced in his adverfiry, yer when 
che wheel was turned, when Providence fx- 
vored him and frowned upon them, he was ſo 
far from crampling upon chem down,as that 
he could run to God for them ; ſo far from 
rejoycing w , as that he had rears to ſhed 
over their og var 35 Pet '& __. 
for me, when they were ſick , my clothin 
was ſackcloth, Ieumbled my ſoul wich fa 
ſting, and my prayer returned inco mine 
own boſom, 1 behaved my ſelf as rhough he 
had been my friend or brother : Ibowed 
down heavily, as one char mournerh for his 
mother. Stephen was earneſt with God for 
his perſecurors, Lord, lay not this ſin to therr 
charge. Ph nd 
Thus we ſhou for al men WIc- 
ked,chough hn God, though enemies 
co us, yet they are men. Men who were made 
for the enjoyment of, and communion wich 
God, andif they b: ſtrangers co ir,the more 
to be pitied and prayed for. Aer, whoſe 
hearrs are in the hand of che Lord, ſo that 
he can turn them as tho nversof warer. 
Men, who may (for ought we knew) belong 
ro ne election o grace, and ſoin due time 
be effeQually and ſavingly wrought upon. 
For God harh his number 2 the wort, 
and Divine Grace loves to (hew ir ſelf om- 

' nipotent in conquering the greateſt, _ 
D 3 eſt, 
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ef, and moſt lubborn enemies. Thus pray 
for all men ; Princes are but men, and 
cherefore pray for them. 

II. Secondly, We owe itunto them as they 
are Magiſtrates ; Men in place of Power 
and Auchoriry, there is nor the weaneſt ſer- 
vant in a faruly, nor the Groom in the Sta- 
ble, che Scullion in che Kirchin, bur he 
ſhould be cared for ; provided with neceſ - 
aries when well , and lookr after , when 
ſick ; butall in che houſe, one and other 
ſhould coneribure towards the good and 
advancage y. comfort and. contenrment of 
him who is the Maſter thereof. If he be 111, 
che whole family ſuffers , and 1s our of or- 
der, atd cherefore they do all defire his re- 
covery, and are willing to run and go, thin- 
king no pains roo much for him. And ſor 
is in che natural + there is not the men 
neſt member, bur ic ſhares in the care of the 
ocher members, if one member ſuffer, ſaith 
cheA pollle, all rhe members ſuffer wich it; 
bur chey will all much more joyn rogerher 
and ume rheir forces, and a& for the good 
and welfare of che Head.So it is in a nation, 
the Body Poliickh,; the meaneſt and loweſt 
perſons in ic ſhould be prayed for, and their 
good ſhould be ſtudied and promoted ; you 
do , orar leaſt ſhould look afrer the poor in 
your pariſhes who live upon alms;, whoſe 
miſeries are nor felt by others, rhoſe death 
would be no loſs to others, when chey i 
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hck and weak, pur up cheir Bills in our Aſ- 
ſemblies, and beg our prayers, it is our du- 
--f remember chem , and co ſer in wirh 
30d for them, and ſpread their conditions, 
diftempers and wancs before the Lord, how 
much more chen ought rhis co be done for 
ham who is che Head of this » from 

whom the whole harh guidance & direct 
Thurdly, we owe it co them as our Bene- 
fattors ; whom God is graciouſly pleaſed to 
make inftrumencal for our good and advan- 
tage,chey are the golden pipes rhrough which 
precious and comforrable mercies are con- 
veyed to us. I know this age affords thoſe 
among us , who will nor ſubſcribe unto me 
herein, bur overlook the mercies which they 
receive , becauſe rhey do nor like rhe hand 
by which chey are ſenc. A diſconcenced ſpt- 
ric poſſeſſerh che mindes of roo roo many, 
which either blandes their eyes, ſothart they 
will not ſee the bleſs which they enjoy, 
or hardens cheir hearrs,ſo as nor to own and 
be chankful for whar they ſee. Very few are 
truly affe&ed wich Gods goodneſs, or cruly 
thankful for National mercies. Cerrainly 
there is never a gracious and conſiderate 
perſon in England, bur will readily acknow- 
ledge that many things are ont of order, and 
for this chey groan, and wiſh 1c orherwiſe. 
For the diviſions among, Brerhren , for the 
errors,herefies and blaſphemies thar abound 
among us , for the want of an eſtabliſhed 
D 4 Go- 
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Government in the Church, according to 
the minde of Chrift, - and for other rhings, 
good hearrs mourn. And on this behalf ſuch 
as bear good will to our Engluth Sox, pour 
out their ſouls before in 

rears. Yer ler us not be ſo peezsfþ chuldren 
as to throw away what we have, becauſe we 
have not all we would ; nor with ouc felves 
in Egypt again, becauſe we have nor as yet 
the poſſeſsion of the promiſed Land. Thus 
to do, is the ready way to provoke God to 
ſhut us our thence with an Oath, and ro 


ſwear that we ſhall never enter into bus reſt, 


Hereby we ſhall nor prevail wich God for 
what we went , but provoke lum co deprive 
us of whar we hate. Doubcleſs, if we will 
act ingeniouſly and as becemes us, we can- 
rot but confeſs , chat God hath made our 
preſent Rulers inſtrumencs of much good to 
us and the whole Land. That we have peace 
ard protettion, is ſamething , there are thoſe 
that would haye ſyvallowed us up quick. 
That we may tit under our roofs in quier, 
and enjoy our own,none to make us atraid, 
1s ſomething : there are thoſe who would 


have (tripe us of all, and rejoyced ro ſee us 


begging our bread from door  rodoor. The 
Saints inthe 11 Heb, who wandred up and 
down in ſheep-skins and goar-skins deſti- 
cuce, afficted and tormented , would have 
ſer an high price upon this mercy. That we 
en;oy rhe Coſpel, and have libexry romeer 
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rogether,and worſhip God in ſeaſon and our 
of ſeaſon, 1 ſomething , they would hav 
it ſo, who walked in darkneſs, ha 
not the word of God ully preached 
among them, and could not without danger 
repair to thoſe places in which it waz ſo 
preached. In a word , that we may (if we 
will) have Ocdinances purely admuutired , 
the holy ſeparared from the profaneys ſome- 
thing, they cannoc bur think ſo, whe do re- 
member what a burrhen unco their conſci- 
ences unlawful mixtures , not long fince, 
were. eftionleſs, Brerhren , theſe are 
mercies ot no ſmall magritude : We have 
prayed for them, and wepe for chem, and fa- 
fed for them, and ſpenc nauch blood and 
treaſwre for them, and ic would be an argu- 
menc of an heart very much out of frame, 
ſhould we nov flight and undervalue chem. 
Theſe blefled Saines that are gone before 
us, and are now in Heaven ining an 
everlaſting ſabbach,would have bleſſed C 
wile they lived, if chey bad bur _ 
that which we do-now enjoy, and ore 
we have reaſon to do fo roo; And by way of 
expreſsing our rthankfulneſs , let us pray 
for our T9 9 _ been a means 
of bringing over theſe good rhings to us. 
And as for thoſe mercies which we wax, ler 
us pray for our Magiſtrates , that through 
rheir means, they may be Japphed; as for 
thoſe chings that are aw1/s and our of order 
among us, ler us pray for our Ry 
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that by rheir means they may be rectified 
every {tone of ſtumbling caken our of the 
way, the work of Reformation compleared, 
_ the Head-ſtore of the ſpiritual Temple 
brought forth with ſhow ings, crymg, Grace, 
grace unto it,” By all thac hath been ſpoken, 
you may plainly ſee, chat ro pray for Kings 
and ſuch as are in authority , 1s a piece of 
duty, and no more then what we owe unto 


, them, as'they are mzn , as they are Magi 


ftrares, and as they are BenefaQors. 
third and [aſt Reaſon is this. 

Governors and ſuch as are in Aurhority, 
have need:of prayers, their neceſiry calls 
upon us co be-much in a&ings of this nature. 
There is not the loweſt and meaneft Chri- 
fiian, 'who is placed in the narroweſt ſphere 
of aQivity, and whoſe work liech within rhe 
ſmalleftcompaſs, bur is conlirained always, 
bur more eſpecially ar ſome times to call in 
the help of his Fellow-chriſtianz , and ſee 
tae = rejoyee _ > ſpiric wich 
r t a of prayers in 
acher hands, rhac Sainrs all rhe odd one 
are praying for him ; Bur rh6ſe who are pla- 
ced inan higher and larger ſphere, who have 
greater work and more publick imploymenc 
cut"our Rn, have 9 need of 
prayers, I n i/ters in Church,who 
are rhe Guides, Overſeers, Paſtors, Leaders 
of the flock of Chriſt, have need of prayers. 
Parl, though an Apoſtle, a man fingularly 
learned, etnently gifted, furniſhed with a 
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r meaſure of , extraordinarily aſ- 
Fed from x whark, oy could nor be _ 
prayers ; and therefore he doch moſt ear- 
neltly beg chem in ſundry of his Epiſtles, 
Eph. 6.19. 1 Theſ.5.15. and Rom. 15.30. 
Now I beſeech you, Brethren, for the Lord 

us Chriſts ſake , and for rhe love of rhe 
wa that ye ſtrive rogether wirh me, in 
your prayers to God for me, Pray for we, 
1 ſay, pray for me,I ſay , quoth Father Lati- 
mer. Pray for me, pray for me, for Geds ſaks 
pray for me, ſaid holy Bradford. Miniſters 
ſhould have a-ſpecial intereſt in their peo- 
ples prayers , for they have grear need of 
chem, and ſo have Magiftrares too. As rhey 
cannot be withour ſabjetts , ſo neither can 
they well be without praying ſubjets : that 
prince is not like ro live wel,nor reg well 
not like to do his dury, nor to be a-bleſsing 
to the nation, whois ſhur our of rhe prayers 
of the Saints. The Head in the natural bo- 
dy cannot ſay ro the meaneft member , 1 
have no need of thee, ſome way of orher it 
_— uſeful and ſerviceable to ir. Truly 
ſo 


harh as much need of prong ſubjetts, as he 
hath of grave and iudicious 


and porent Navies, Nay, let me tell you, 
| great 


_—_— 
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perſons have more need of prayers 
then any men in the world. Great expences 
do calls good parſe, and large Revenues ro 
bear them out. An Earl or Noble-man muſt 
have a'greacer eſtare thenan ordinary Far- 
mer,ſince he mutt keep a greater houſe, and 
live az an higher rare. Oh che expences of 
Princes are more then molt men dream of, 
they are continually /aying out, and ſo had 
necd char ſome ſhould be by prayer conti- 
nually laying p for chem. Buc we ſhall by 


ſundry parriculars make thus evident ro you. 


Princes need your prayers, becauſe their 
employment is great. Many men are apt to 
envy them the Crown, becauſe it is made of 
gold, bur chey lircle'confider, thar ic is lined 
With. care, and is heavy enough to make 
their heads ake:Ir is ao aces _ 

rsare glatering things , 4 e 
- eyes X thoſe char 74 Tran believe 


. It, they make their hands weary that ſway 


them, The b«rdex which liech upon their 
backs 1s eighty » and ſo they cannot bz 
Withour good ſupporters. Diogenes ina twb 
had more quiet and eaſe than Alexander in 


his throxe, _ They are full of choughes in the | 


day, and cares in the night, their reſt is bro- 
ken while we ſleep ſound and ſecurely.You 
chat are parencs and maſters of families, and 
have bur a few to provide for , do yer feel 
that a burden, and are many times ac yout 
wits end. Bur what is your charge? alas,no- 
thing co that of Magiſtrates and Rulers of a 
Nas 


\ 


— 
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Nation, who are the Fathers of rhe whole 

Councrey, and have inany thouſands, yea, 
millions ro look afrer. If irbe a hard mar- 
rer to ſteer aCock-boat har rhen is it ro fir 
at the helm of a Ship? Solomon was very 
ſenſible of the great truſt char was commir- 


tineſs of that work unto which he was en- 
peed: and therefore when God granted 
im liberry of asking whar he ſhould give 
| him, he asked nor long life, nor riches, nor 
the life of his enemies, but wiſdom, x Kings 
3-9. Gree thy ſervant an underf{anding heart 
to judge thy people, that I may diſcern en 
rood and bd, for who 1s able to page this thy 
ſo great people? and if their work be ſogrear, 
and wiſdomſo abſolutely neceſlary for them 
In o:der ro the doing of ir, it becomes us to 
be continually begging of God that wiſdom 
_—_ = Hands of our Moſes bei 
5 engag » may ſoon grow weary a 
} Fall, ſure there 1s need of many Avabind 
Hers to bold them up. If in all chin$s, then 


| much more in things of great weight 'and 

concernment, we ought by prayers and ſup- 
| —_— to make our requeſts known unto 
God, 

Princes ſtand in need of your prayers,be - 
cauſe theij temptations are many. Great pla- 
| ces are filled wich great ſnares : there are 
ſnaresin honor, and power, and proſperity, 
ina full and raiſed condition, yea, they 
themſelves are ſnares, though not in thens- 
ſelves, 


ted to him as King of 1ſrael, and rhe weigh- 


JI. 
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elves, yer chrough the corywption that is in 
= & hack in a very hard macrer roſtand 
bigh, and che head noc be light and giddy ; 
for a man to be raiſed above his 
and yet to conſider thar he is but duſt,vanity 
in 4 letter. Philip of Macedon was 
ſenſible of this , and therefore would have 
one every morning to put him in minde of 
his morraliry, ſaluting him wich Mezemo te 
eſſe heminem, Remember chou art but a man. 
Ir was ina ſpecial maner given in charge 
to the Iſraelires', that - hs they had eaten 
and were full, they ſhould not forget the Lord. 
And ſo Agwr prays , Prov. 30. 8, g. Give 
me neicher povercy nor riches,feed me wich 
food convenient for me, leſt / be full and de- 
ir and 8-5 —_ 1s the Lord f 
or 5, Every grainof ni 
hath rhe CEOS pride an4 ambiuon on 
ir. Many. in their low eſtace could ſerve 
Cod,who being exalced reſemble che Moon, 
chart never ſuffers an Eclipſe bur ar her ful, 
An Agur full- fed may grow wancon : Soſe- 
wons riches did him more bart chen his wi/ſ- 
dow did him good. A great eftate is many 
aderance,and like a ſhoe too 


— — 


| 


rimes 2 
big for the foor,keeps men from running in 
che way of Gods commandemencs. And as | 
prac paces and en ncs are ſnares , io; 
_—_— wp Ant - great and mani- 
cemprations, perions are ſer up- 
onthe pinacle, rhey may then looke to have 
the devil aſlaulcing them. Ic is crue, there 
is 


up- 
ave 


ere 
15 
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is no eſtare nor condition which is alto 


gethor free from tempration. Sata» will be 
nibling ar the: heels of poor men , provare 
men ; therefore our deareſt Lord bids his 
diſciples, and in them all his people , one 
and ocher,ro watch and pray that chey enter 
nor inco ation ; but theſe boy- 
Rerous windes may ſhake the loweſt ſhrubs 
inthe wilderneſs, yer. the call Cedars are 
moſt of all expoſed ro their rage and fury. 
The pooreſt veſſel cannot promiſe ic ſelf a 
ſafe paſſage, ic may be ſer upon , the devil 
will keep his hand in, and rather play ar 
ſmall game chen- ſtand our ; bur he doch 
chiefly lie in wait for the rich merchant ſhips, 
where hepromuſerh humſelf the greateſt boo- 
ry: he grudgerh Chriſt a fiher-man,and de- 
res co have Peterthar he mighevinnow him 
as wheat , but however, he will labour to 
make ſure that none of the Rulers believe in 
h'm. If he dandraw the Chief in a Nation 
to his will, he knowerh he will not come a- 
lone, ochers will follow ; For, Regis ad ex- 
emplum totus componitur orbis, the people ge- 
nerally will dance afrer the Princes pipe : if 
once he hath grear men for che firſt-froits, 
he promiſerh himſelf (as well he may)a ve- 


7 large harveſt among the inferiour ſorr, 


re is no queſtion bur the our-works will 
yield, when the Royal Fort is taken ; rhere- 
fore his main barrery is planred againſt char, 
and though he will fight againſt boch ſmall 
and great, yer his chief trengrh is drawn up 
againſt 
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2painſt the King of /ſrael. Cur off the head, 


and rhe body will fall alone. And cruly * 


mY 


chough I cannor warrane them, 
ro mourn under them, and do freely con- 
feſs them to be juſt marrer of ſorrow and la- 
nation ; yer When T have alſo confider- 
ed whar remptations they are liable ro, and 
how buſie the arch enemy of mankinde is a- 
bout their thrones , I have been ſo far from 
wondring that their nuſcarriages have been 
ſo maxzy, as that I have rather ſeen cauſe to 
bleſs God, char they are #o wore. Now bre- 
thren, many and great temptations do loudly 
call upon us for many and earneſt ſupplica- 
trons. Since their way liech through ſo many 
enemies, pray that God would gwde chem 
with his counſels. 

Princes nezd your prayers, becauſe their 
diffiewlties are numerous They have not one- 
ly many exemiez to paſs through, bur alſo 
many mountains to go over; their way is up- 
hill, and though ſome may look it as 
plain & pleaſant, yer is it paved wich thorns 
and briars, and may ſooner prick, their fin- 
gers, rhen open their pallage. We that fir 
at home canſpio faulrs,and ſay this thing is 
amuſs, and che orher is nor right, and chink 
ir 1s an eafie rhing ro mend whac is our of 
order, bur did we ſee wirh their eyes could 
we look though and chrough the fate of 
things, we ſhould ſoon change our judge- 


- ments. 
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mencs. The «gin of affairs is exceedingly 
ſnarled, and ari ordinary wiſdomor packknce 
will nor ſerve for the wnwinding of it... Phae- 
ton thought he could guide the Chattor of 
the Sun well enough, and rule the horſes at 
his pleaſure,buc he ſer che world 0» fire: when 
a perſon is ſick, 4nd near unto dearhalirtle 
childe may ſee and fayhe is ſo, bur it is not 
ſo eahe to cure the diſeaſe,ro purge out rhe 
il humors char feed ic , and reſtore healrh 
unto rhe Pariene. Kirchin-phyfick us very 
uſeful,bur ic will not ſerve every turn: there 
are-many diſeaſes in a Nation which will 
puzzle and non-plus the wiſeſt Phyſicians ; 
yea rhoughthey know what is verygood,& 4 
proper remedy, yer the body is'ſoweak and 
diſtempered, as char rhey ſcarce dare admi- 
nifter"-ir. We cah: quickly ſee all is nor 
righe (he is blinde char doch not) bur che 
making all right is not a thing ſo ſoon done. 
In a family , where rhere are mary to foul, 
the Miſtreſs and ſervants will rell you, thac 
they finde ic hard enough to mecke all clean. 
Marty times good Princes (whoſe hearrs are 
tighr, andlong to ſee an happy ſertlemenc 
both in Church and Stare ) finde ſo much 
confuſion, and ſo great perplexities, as that 
they are almoſt Uiſcouraged , ready to cry 
our , We know not what to ds. They are nor 
ſeldom reduced to ſo great dilewma'sy and 
have ſuch k»ors before rhem , apthat not- 
wichſtanling all cheir wiſdom, and after all 
their moſt ſerious and dehberare conſulta- 
: E 


tions, 
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tions, they do nor well know how to wntze 
them ; and cruly when they know not what 
to do,we ſhould do well co have our eyes nn- 
ro God, IE any men in; che world (as I ſaid 
before Vdelack wi [doms, then Pances do,and 
therefore we ſhould.ah. it of God, who gt- 
vertvunco a!l men liberally and upbraidech 
not. In doubtful caſes chey oughr ro conſulr 
Gods Oracle, and we ought to pray , that 
when they propound heir doubrs ro him, 
they may no recurn without reſolution and 
ſarisfadion. Again, 

Princes and 1n need of your prayers,be- 
cauſe. they are but men. Indeed they are 
menin an higher place, men in a greater let- 
ter, men of larger ſignification then others, 
yer they are bur men {bll,. Ir is cre, the 
Lord hath ſaid they are Gods, becauſe they 
be his Yice-gerents, are clothed with his au- 
thority,, and becauſe rhey.are #0 aft for God, 
ro do-his. will, and to ſeek lus glory,and. be- 
cauſe they ſnould «& like God, holily, jult- 
ly, righceouſly, wichour fear or favor, wich- 
our partiality; bur they are ſuch Gods 4s are 
full of 1mperfeftions, men that nor onely live 
in houſes of clay, clorhed with morrality, 
bur men that carry about wirh chem a body 
of fin and dearh. They are men ſmbjeit to 
like paſsions with us, men incompaſled wich 
in firmities like us,men full of ſn like us,chey 
are frail men, v4a'n men , erring men, nor 
onely amey, but a lie; men that confidence 
is not tobe placed in: Srars indeed of the 
ficſt 


ce 
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fir magnirude , bur which may be drawn 
down fram heaven; they are men rhar have 
need of direMion, help, andſuccour from 
above. Indeed ſome of the Romane Em- 
perours would needs be accounred and 
worſhipped as Gods, bur cherein they 
were worſe then beaſts, as bad as devils, 
Now lince they are men, they are liable to 
miſtakes: Ir 1s not in man to direct his eps, 
if man be left rohimſelf ro make chqrce of 
his own way, he will never walk_in Gods way. 
Adam was a perfe& man, had nolin,yert 
found our many inventions: God left him ro 
his own power and free will, and immedi- 
arely he lt himſelf, cur his own rhroar,and 
all his childrens roo, and ever fince his fall, 
his pofteriry knew not how to reconcile 
chemſelves ro cheir own happineſs. Now, 
Humanum eft errare , error 1s natural unto 
man ; and co forſake rhe royal way of ho- 
lineſs and righteouſneſs, is ( as one phra- 
ſerh ir) triſte mortalitatis privilegiums , the 
ſad pnviledge of mankinde. \ When man 
fell, be ſo lamed himſelf, and broke all the 
powers of his ſoul , as rhar he cannot ſtand 
one moment, unleſs the hand of Omnipo- 
rency be graciouſly pleaſed to hold him up. 
And thi is the condirion not only of ſome, 
or of many,or the moſt men, bur of all : thus 
it1s with the , the higheſt, che no- 
leſt, the beſt. Though Davrd was after 
zods own heart, yer bura man, and ſo 
th:ough infirmicy he fell fouly, and broughr 
E 2 thereby 
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thereby nor onely a ſword upon his houſe, 
bur alſo a plague upon {ſrael,: Now ſo lang 
as they are weak men, in a flate of 1mperfe- 
&ion, they have need of _ Indeed 
when once men come to be perfe&t, rhey 
ſhall pray no more : in heaven prayers are 
rurned into praiſes, ſupplications 1nt0 admi- 
rations ; it is as vain. tO pray for, aSitis ro 
pray ts Saints abovez. unleſs ir be for the re- 
ſurreaon of their bodies, which are left in 
the grave as filver in a refining por, and be- 
ing purified, th-oughly freed from all droſs 
and corrupuon, ſhall ar the laſt day be rai- 
ſed up, and reumred ro their ſouls. Bur for 
men umn a ſtate of imperfection , full of in- 
firmiries, (ubje& ro failings, prayer 1s abſo- 
lucely o—_— neceflary. Bur thenlal(tly 
Princes and ſuch as are in authority have 
need of prayers, becauſe therr miſcarriage: 
m dangeromns conſequence to the whole, N 
good prince 15 a common good, the whole na- 
tion fares the berrer for him; whereas a 
wicked one is a pablick evil, the whole land 
ſuffers by him. When thoſe char are in au- 
thoriry be gracious, men fearing God , rhe 
nighreous increaſe, rhey ſwarm like an hive 
of Bees in a warm ſunny day. If he char is 
godly fit in the throne, you may eahily gueſs 
who ſhall be the Favorites at Court, whereas 
when the wicked riſe,a man is hidden,a good 
man, an holy man, a man ſer for God lies 
doſe, hath no hearr ro appear, keeps within 
d00:s, not finding it ſafe walking abroad. 
| Thus 
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Thus David fled from Sawl,Elijah from 4- 
hab, Obadiahs Clients from Jexbel, Jere- 
muah from Jehojak.ims, Joſeph and the Childe 
Jeſmefrom Herod,choſe Worthies of whomrhe 
world was nor worthy, from Ant/ochus, & 0- 
cher perſecurers;&the Chriſtian Church from 
Antichriſt. She fled ingo the wilderneſs from 
the face of rhe dragon, r 2 Rev. 14. ſo thar 
ſhe was nor to be ſought in rettis of e.vterio- 
r4 pompa, ſed poting in carceribus & ſpelun- 
c15, in palaces of worldly pomp, and amon 
the great ones of the earth, buc in dens a 
caves, and dungeons ; ſo chata miſcarrying 
Prince 1s a plague to a Nation. A diftem- 
rin any part of the body ſhould be rime- 
y looked co, and care taken for the ſpeedy 
removal of ir,fince none knows whar-ie may 
iflue in, if ſuffered coger irengrh ; bur if a 
diſtemper ſeizerh once upon the vi#als, ir is 
incurable, and chreacens deftruction, diflo- 
lution ro the whole. I may compare the 
chief Rulers 1n a Natzon, to the Vitals inthe 
body, if char chey be diftempered, che Land 
is well near mortally ich, fick unco dearh. If 
the whole head be ich, and the whole heart 
fair, wonder nor,if che next news you hear 
be, that from rhe ſole of rhe foor, even un- 
ro the head, there is no ſoundneſs in it, bur 
wounds and bruiſes, and putyified ſores. Wo 
rorhee, O Land, when thy King 1s a childe, 
ſaich Solomor, Eccleſ. 10. 16. Here is nor 
meant a childe in years, Toſiah was ſo, and 
alſo our Edvard th: Sirth, an4 yer ic was 
E 3 well 
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well with the Land in.cheir days ; Buc by 
childe here underſtand a weak, and wicked 
King , thar lers looſe the golden reins of 
Government, is acted by his luſts, and car- 
ried by tus pathons, which way ſoever they 
wilt drive hi Wo to thar Land, whoſe 
Prince 15 a profane wicked perſon, a careleſs 
perſon, an heady wilful perſon. Wo to that 
Land, whoſe Prince is nor diretted by the 
ſpiric of God,nor carbed by the fear of God, 
nor conſtrained by the love of God. Wo to 
chat Land, whoſe Prince hath neicher grace 
in his heart, nor God in his cje, Evils in 
Pynces are the worſt and greareſt evils, be- 
cauſe they have the Rrongeſt influence ; if 
the Plat muſcarry , the Ship 1s lolt. Thus 
you ſee ir clearly proved co you, that Prin- 
ces have need of prayers ; and ſo have we 
done wich the Reaſons , and knithed che 
Do&rinal part. Give me leave co ſpeak 
ſomerhing,though bur a licrle,by, way of Uſe 

And here I nught juſtly cake upa birter 
complainr of , and order out a iharp repre - 
henhon wo thoſe who negle this piece of 
cheir ducy. Some our of 4 profane ſpirit, who 
ſpend days; weeks, and monerhs, arid yeers 
wichour prayer , they enjoy many mercies, 
bur chey were never of their ſeeking : If 
God wil do good torhemſelves or orhers,he 
may, bur he ſhall never be defired by chem. 
Hor many are there that ſbur prayer , and 
the whole worſhip of God our of their hou- 


- ſes and cloſers, and chey char will not pray 


for 
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for themſelves will never be ſuiro:s for ebers; 
if chey will nor beg their own lives,che les 
Ares ar che hands CORES 
nor beg their Princes e rity : 
Bur ler ſuch men es God hah rc 
wrath , fierce wrath , fall vials of wrath to 
poure our upon the Heachen, char know lum 
nor,and upon thefamilies rhar call noc upon 
his name. God doch noc heare from them 
now, bur one day they ſhall hear from hum, 
yea a ternble ſound ſhall be in cheir ears, 
and che cerrours of the Almighty ſhall make 
them afraid. Others negle&t rhis duty our 
of a private ſpirit, who do indeed pray, and 
make conſcience of it roo, dare nor omir ir, 
buc they extend rheir care no further then 
themſelves, their choughrs are wholly raken 
up abour- their own privare intereſt. They 
can pray for bleſſings upon themſelves, and 
upon their families, bur char isall, and (o 
chings be well ac homz, rhey care nor how 
they go abroad. Paw complained of this in 
the 2 Philip. 21. all ſeek their own chings, 
and nor «He chings which are Jeſus Chrifts : 
the chings of Chriſt are ſhouldered our,and 
the intereſt of rhe Church is nor ludied, 
ſelf-incereſt , like Aaron rod (wallowerh 
up all ocher, and drowns the glory of God 
and che publique good ; bur chis ſpinic 18 
below a man, Heachens- will condemn it. Ir 


is ſaid of Cato, har he did (tots genutuns ſe Lucan, 


credere mundo)look upon himſelf as born for 
the whole world, rhe care of the Commu- 
E 4 n: 
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nity lay him. Thus ſpirit is below 4 Chryt- 
rr added the Goſpel, which 
reacherh us to look; nor every man on his 
own things , | but every man alſo on- the 
chings of orhers ; 7 ;mothy'is ſaid narurally 
ro care for rhe Churches welfare. This ſp1- 
rit is hateful to all men; he that 1s wholly 
ſhut up within himſelf ts an odious perſon, 
and che place he lives in | for a vomir 
to ſpue him out. In a word, this ſpine is 
condemned by reaſon it ſelf , whar do(t rhou 
think will become of/thy Cabin, if the Ship 
miſcarry ? Ir 1s not like thy Cloſer ſhould 
ftand,when the howſe is burner down. Orhers 
there are who utrerly lay afide this dury ou 
of a froward and diſcontented ſpirit, who like 
Flies feed upon the ſores of Magiltrares, 
thereby hindering a cure, bur will not go to 
heaven for a plaiſter that they may be heal- 
ed;they do RT _ _ {ways the 
Sceprer, nor the things that are done by him 
who fies in che ys. , and rs 
will nor ſo far befriend him, as to give him 
a room in their Pericions : They will hut 
him our of their prayers, becauſe chey can- 
nor approve all his doings ; and yer rhey 
may hnde fault where chere is none, and 
look upon that with an evil eye, which in ic 
felf 1s marter*and ground of chankfuineſs. 
Ler perſons that are gwlty of this negle&, 
from what princapleſoever they a&, know, 
that they have /itle ſenſe of the mercies which 
rhey enjoy. Were Gods goodneſs ro us in 

our 
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our 'Governours eyed , and the bleſsings 
which by chem we receive laid ro heart, and 
tertouſly conſidered of , chey would work 
anocher frame of ſpirit in you, Such as theſe 
are /mall friends ro our Engliſh Ziongche Na- 
tion.is much beholding to chem , is ic-noc ? 
how can ir be thought chey ſhould ſpend 
cheir eftares, (hed cheir blood, hazard their 
lives for the Nation, who will nor be at the 
colt of a few prayers for irs proſperity : I 
mighr alſo cell chem , chat chey will have 
little thanks for their forbearance ar the. laft, 
and tharif the Nation miſcarry , its ruine 
may be laid at their doors. If the wrath of 
God breaks in upon us like a ſea and drowns 
all, ic was becauſe you came nor up to ſtand 
in the gap: If God deparrs from 

and carries his Goſpel, and ſpi and 
temporal | Mercies along wich him, we-may 
chank you , and ſuch as youare ; he would 
have ftayed, if he had been bur more defi- 
red. Bur I ſhall wave thoſe things,and pro- 
ceed ro an Vſcof Exhertation. And, 


vidence called ro the ſupream place of Ma- 
giftracy in the Nation. God hach been plea- 
led of lare to make a ſad breach among us, 
raking away from us our former Pilot, rhe 
late Renowned Proteftor, who, when he had 


foughr the Nations Bartels, c2rried us tho- 
row 
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row the witderneſs , preſerved us from the 
rage and fury of our enenues, and broughc 
us wichin fighe of the promiſed Land, gave 
up the ghott, laid down his leading ſtaff and 
has life , Wich-whoſe fall the Na- 


| cionwasthaken ; his death covered allche 


faces of ſober and conſiderate perſons with 
paleneſs, and their hearrs wich (adne(s , as 
if Peace, and Proſperity, Reformacion, che 
Goſpel, all tay drawing on, and would be 
buried in the ſame grave wich him. Bur, 
bleſſed be God, Divine Grace vouchſafed 
to caſt an eye roward us , and ro vie us in 
our low'eftare ; there 1s another Plot pla- 
ced in his room ; while he diretts rhe courſe, 
ler us fill che ſaxls with-our praying breath. 
Aoſes, ics true, 1s dead , bur we have 2 


all chings , ſowill we hearken unco thee, 


. onely the Eord thy God be with thee as he was 


with Moſes, Joſh.'1. 17. My Brerhcen, ler 
us leave diſpuring,and quarreling,and com- 
plaining, and finding faulr , our work lies 
elſwhere : rheſc ings will bur roi/ 
welfare, In times of publick d ,and (0 
in times of publick diftempers and diſorder, 
prayer is of an excellent uſe : ic is1n ſeaſon 


as 
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as all tiyves ; men ought always to pray,and 
nor to faine , bur it 1s molt eſpecially in ſea- 
ſonin ſwcb times, Is any man afflicted ? ler 
lumpray : Is che Nation afflicted ? ler all 
pray. If yr I NOENE 
a rempelt, ler one of hearhe- 
nuth ens: NeGed : Weare 
| rag nre- my onrpenygn, our Go- 
vernors have now pur an opporrunity into 
our hands ro ſuch a purpole, rhey do invite 
us to the work, they detre and beg ir ar our 
hands, Ler us not looſe the price thar is in 
our han1s, let us not fool away, nor idle a- 
Way, nor wrargle away praying opportumi- 
ues, Let us not be deaf co the cry of Eng- 
lands Neceſxities , nor to the call of Eng- 
lands Rulers,bur ler us up and be doing,and 
ry geo us. You A 
ore, pray now , you n 

6nd co the nw. , and carele(s of rhe 
Nation long euough already. You that have 
prayed formerly,continue acquaintance 
wich that work till, and your forces 
now. Bleſſed be God,ſomerhing harh been 
already done this day among us here, and 
we are not alone ; there is a ſacrifice almoſt 
upon every Alcar; rhroughour' che Nation 
here ae choſe that be pucting ro their hel- 
ing hand , and are t#gging for mercy, ler 
2 with them , pull beard ; God is 
nor yer gone, oh pray that he would nor de- 
rt our of vur Coalts ; We are nor yer peſt 

| wp that God would give us ro y = 
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defire of our hearrs : Our diſeaſe is not in- 
curable , though it may puzzle the wiſeſt 
men, Yer it cannot non-plus che inficely 
wiſe God ; oh pray thar "God would be our 
Phyfician,and undertake for us. Our Prince 
riſeth gloriouſly, pray that he mighe nor fer 
in a cloud : Our hopes concerning him are 
great , pray that rhey may not be blaſted. 
Who knows what we may do, if we would 
bur do what we can; gran: that there is bur 
a peradyenrure, yer ler thar prevail. The 
Nation may be loft, bur let no: chat diſhear- 
cen you, for it may be ſaved, and let that en- 
courage you. Fab preachr, yer forty days 


- and Nineveh (hail be overthrown , here was 


great ground of fear ; char judgement be- 
ing denounced by th: Pcopher upon the 
commanImen: of the Lord , but, ſaith che 
King, let man and beaſt be covered with 
ſackclorh, and cry mighnly unto God, &c. 
but why ſo? chz ſencence 1s gone out, hath 
che Lord ſaid ir,and ſhall he nor do ic ? nay, 
but who can cell if God will rurnan4 re- 
pent, and curn away from his fierce anger, 
that we periſh nor. Thus here : Our ſins are 
very miny, our breacb:s very great, God is 
hyghly provoc2, the clou1;3 over our heads 
are thick, yer who can cell, bur that mercy 
may crium 2? in th2 Nations welfare ? who 
can rell, bur Gol may have thoughts of 
g0o24 and perce co1:erning ui ? A drowning 
min will cx:c1 ho! 4 of any thing for the ſa- 
vinz of his lifz,, could we ſe: bur a ſpiric of 
praye? 
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prayer our among us, I would nor 
queſtion bur rhar God would open the bor- 
cles of his mercy, - and rain down upon us 
a bleſsing in abundance. I will here lay 
downe ſomething by way of dire&ion, and 
then by ity of Morive and ſo conclude. 
By way of dire&ion take onely rheſe tivo 
chings. Pray Fervently and Conftancly. 
Firſt, pray fervently. You muſt fire the 
Sacrifice,if you would have it aſcend as hi 
43 heaven, He will never tuc the marke,who 
doth not draw the arrow up to the head. 


' Therfore call forch all your powers, muſter 


up all your forces, all your praying graces, 
all your praying affections, and go to the 
chrone of grace as (trong as you can. Iris 
the effeuall fervent prayer of a ri 

man that availerh much. If che Child do 
onely wrangle a little, it mayly fill in the 
cradle, and be neglected, bur if once ir cy1- 
«th fiercely, and cannot orherwiſe be paci- 
fed, rhen will rhe Mother draw her Breaſt. 
See that whar you defire be good, and rhar 
your end in defiring ic be right, and then 
cry mighcily. ſaid, Vtinam ſers- 
per eodems ardoye orare poſſem; would ro God 
I could alwaies pray with the ſame Earneſt- 
neſs, and Fervency, for then I ſhould 
alwaies have this antwer, Fiat quod velis. Be 
ie unto thee even as thou witt, They that. 
would return Hen:wrably, muſt ſer our YVal- 
antly; wreitling with Qod is the onely way 
ro prevaile like Princes; oh therefore be uw 
neſt; 
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neſt: There are many to hinder, and if you 


would obtain , you rhuſt be 19yportamare. 
Englands ſins do abound, and they are as ſo 
many middle walls berween Gods ear and 
your Prayers , you- muſt cry aloud 1f you 
would be heard. They lie as ſoguany rubs 
inthe way of mercy,lay our all your ſtrengrh 
for the removing of rhem. When a Peoples 
tranſgreſcions are many, and their prayers 
are cold, reaſon will rell us, that their ex- 
pelations muſt neds be low, no ſacrifice 
will be accepted bur che male in the Flock. 
If you offer ro God rhe Blind, and the 
Lame, cold, dzad, formal pray ers, they are 
ſo far from being a ſweer-ſmelling ſavour, 
as that they are like the Cutting of a 

neck, or offering ſwines fleſh, an abomi- 
nation to the Lord. Let all, ſaichhe K1 
of Nineveh, cry, yea cry mightily unto 

We can never thinke, that God ſhould bg 
prevailed wich by thoſe prayers, with which 
we our ſelves are not at all afeited. The 
Church complains in the 64 Iſa: 7. There 
1s none thar callerh thy Name, thac 


frirreth up himſelf totake hold of thee. No 


wonder.. If God doth nor riſe to our help, 
_ wer up our ſelves ro rake hold 
im,dull and ſleepy prayers are nzver like 

ro awaken Gods arm, = 
Secondly, pray conſtantly, prayer is the 
work not of an howre, bur. of a /ife; nor onely 
of a faſting day, bur of every day. Ir is nor 
enough to ſend out one meſſenger to Hea- 
ven, 
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ven, bur we mult ſpeed away one after ano- 
cher, If a perition be ſent ro Court, and' 
none to follow ir , ic will come co norhing, 
che thing will nor be granced: he that faws 
in prayer, will fa/ of mercy. When an Ar- 


my belcagures a Town, they do nor give | 
over at the firſt or ſecond repulſo;nor leave | 


it unleſs a ſurrender be preſently made,buc | 
there they lie week after week , and ſtorm, 
ir rime after time, and never give over till 
maey ate — way it. Thus when we be- 
iege the Throne of Grace with ou prayers, | 
mn muſt —_ be diſcouraged, cough we 
obrain, nor be pur 

per og firſt or ſecond "ufal, me 
continue the work, and renew our requeſts. 
Shrink ww. back like cowards in war , bur 
Rand your ground : Prayer mult be: nedow- 


bled ad retyfrch like thoſe acrony ofider 
liverance, 2 Kings 13-19. Smire five 
fix times , and t — hats 


rock, yer give not over A che warers guſh 
out : pc trhey = cn bill,and chough {XVacnn® 


you ſee nothing, yet go again and again, a 
Guns will bo laſt The woman of 

ofren. denied, ayd 
—_ his hold, when 


eter yp cer ve 
angel go until he had bleſſed him, he would 
ſooner die then be denied. God 
we ſhould wait upon him,and it is 
ners in us ſoro do. Tndeed God dh ſome- 


times prevent his peoples prayers, and an- 
{vers 
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ſwers before they call , ſomerimes he meets. 
chem ; and while they are upon che way he 
falls upon their necks, and kafleth them,but-1 
ar other rimes he defers che g1 anc,and ſends 
chem away wichour that wtuch chey come 
for; he will hear ofrex from them, before 
chey ſhall hear ence from him ; bur it doch 
not become chem ar ſuch a time to be ſ6 
ſhorr breathed, as tocaſt the dury off: No, 
multzply your requeſts ill” God doch mag- 
wifie his goodneſs. You have, it may be; 
prayed many rimes againſt ſuch and ſueh 
burthens, 'and yer you groan under-chem ; 
againſt ſuch diſfempers, and yet you do not 
fee thehealirg of them ; againſt ſuch abuſes, 
and yet they are nor removed ; bur what of | 
all that > will you therefore give over, and 
more ? ſeek God no more ? what 
ore aeey liner fo — 
wilfully to throw away all your tormer pray- 
act eta looſe. Give | 
the Lord yo reſt uncil he give in unto you 
an'anſiver'of peace. The "Merchant doth 
i yy __ is Calling, ry hach 
Radet bad Vo ; clam po 110099 
tt articr marie , he hath faſſered 
1 he will cry again. God hid his 
fage from the_houſe of Jacob , yer would 
Iſaiah Yook'for him , and wait upon hirti | 
Thoſe Mercies are falleſt and faire(}, and 
riſte (weereſt which are longeſt looked for. 
So much may ſuffice for DireKion , rake 
rheſe following Motives.. 
Fuſt, 
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Firſt, Tow will do your duty ; 1 hope this 
hath been ſo fully cleared up by what hath 
been all along ſajd , that there 1s none will 
queſtion ic ; youthave heard this is the will 
of God, that which he requires and ayprover, 
calls for from you, and accepts in you: Ic 
18 that which you owe tochem as they are 


. Men, 3s they are Magiſtrates, and as they 
inſtrument 


are al cauſes or means of convey- 
ing many and choice Metcies to you. Now 
it becomes Chriſtians ro make conſcience 
of duty, yea of every dury : Our obedience 

t to be of equal lengrh and breadch 
_ = — will of God; we muſt nor 
pic choole, doing this,and leaving rhac 
undone , bur CORES muſt pats Cor - 
rant, Which hath name and authority 
inſtampt upon it : then arewe Chriſts diſci- 
ples indeed, when we do whatſoever he 
commands us, and then ſhall we nor be a- 
ſhamed. Ir isſad to ſee how Profeſlors do 
_ nab halfs,ſome = very —_— 
of firſt-Table-requirics, bur negleR the ſe- 
cond ; ochers ſirit in cheir walking up to 
the commands of the ſecend Table, bur 
ſlight thoſe of the firff. Some rob from wan, 


| that they may do ſacrifice ro God , others 


e& Gods altar, and ſerve mens tables, 

which are an abominarion. Give unto 

Ceſarthe things that are Ceſars, and unto 

God the things which be Gods : If you 

would have a perfet reward ar laſt , look ro 
F 


It 
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ic that you perform a perfett obedience now : 
beſides, I ys . oof is borh ſafe and 
ſweer, that way is hedged abour with pro» 
re&ion, and paved with pſeaſancneſs,and in 
the walking thereof we may groundedly 
expe&t borh ſecurity and comfort, 4 
IL Secondly , rhis hath been the pradbſe of 
the people of God in all Ages, yea, when * 
chey lived under heathemiſh and perſecu- 
ring Princes, whodefigned cheir ruine, and 
chirited for their blood , yer they did pour l 
our their prayers for chem. Thus Tertwlan 
Tenul. ad ſaith, Chriſt:anus nullins eft boſtis nedum Im- | 
Scapuie = pryatoris, quem [ciens 4 Deo ſuo conſlitmi, ne- 
ceſſe eſt ut & ipſum diligat, &'c. A Chti- 
ſhanis an enemy to no man , much leſs to 
che Emperour , but knowing him to be or- 
dained of God, it is neceflary that he love, 
and reverence, an1 honor him, and defire 
his proſperity : And, ſaith he, Sacrificamns 
pro ſalute Imperatcris, ſed Deo noſtro & ip- 
fins , ſed quomodo precepit Pers pura prece. | 
We offer up ſacrifice for the Emperours 
heaich, bur onely ro him who is both his 
God and ours, andin that way which he 
hath commanded, by pure prayer. And ſo 
Athenagoras in his Apology for the Chri- 
ſttans harh theſe words, Nes pro Imeperio ve- 
ſtro preceiad Deum fundimus, & ut fil us in 
regno olin parents ſuccedat, ut Imperiem ve- 
firum magic magiſque ſemper augeaver, de- || 
Mique omma ex ann ſententia eveniant, ora- 
I « 
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for your Empire , and increat of him that / 


one , and that your Territories may be 
more and more enlarged , and all chungs 
anFver the defire of your hearts, Let us be 
followers of them, who by faich and pact- 
ence have inhericed the promiſes. If they 
prayed for Heathen Princes who perſecuted 
the Truth, how much more ſhould we pray 
for Chriſtian Princes who own che Truch, 
and ſnule upon ics moſt ſtrict profeſſors 2 
Ler us ſhew our ſelves ro bz as good Chri- 
ſtiant as they, by our being as good ſubjet-, 
Thirdly , you may in chis way promore 
the Nations proſperiry. By prayer Gove: - 
nors may be made a bleſsing :.Ir 3 rrue, we 
do not know what God may do,ſecrer things 
belong to him, and we cannor look into tus 
boſom, nor be acquainred wich his counſel; 
bur we know what prayer hath done , and 
how -grear and unexpetedrhings have been 
broughe ro paſs by tc : there 13 a kinde of 
omnipotency inir , it hath helped ar a dead 
life : and when others have been found 
Phyſicians of no value, prayer hath wroughr 


- a cure. 9 5s hach many enemies, both 


at home and abroad, ever had ſince the firft 
Reformation , and never more then at this 
day, yea, ics oyn children are riſen up a- 
21nſt her, who are now ſeeking its ruine, 
an1 enleavor the under-mining of us:whacr 

F 2 chey 
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chey could not formerly do by force and 
power, that they would now do by wit and 
policy ; bur prayer can do more for ww, then 
they can do againſt ws. As it hath broken 
the bowe and . (pear of the ſom warrior, 

ſo hath it rurned the counſel of wiſe Ahi-, 
tophel into fooliſhneſs ; it can turn the va- 

liant man into a Coward , that he ſhall nor 
finde his hands; and the wiſe man into an 
Idect, that be ſhall have his brains to ſeek. 
Chriſtians in rhitir Aſſemblies , and Fami- 
lies, and Cloſers (if they will do bur their 
duty ) may fill cheic Rulers and Counſel- 
lors with wiſdom, and firike rheir adverſa- 
ries with blindeneſs , ſo that chey ſhall not 
ſee their wal s no: know how to leing their 
wicked and bloody devices ropaſs : Iwill 
aſſure you, let things be how chey will, your 
adverſanes never ſo high, your felves never 
ſo low , if you can bur keep rhe Trade of 
Prayer going , the advantage 1s incompara- 
bly on your fide, I will ſer one believing 
praying, Chrilban , againſt a thouſand ene- 
mies, becauſe prayer engagerh heaven, and 
brings inthe help of Almighty power. And 
ſo, would you have your Magetirar es good, 
pray for them , rhis may prevail nor onely 
for remporal, bur ſpiritual ble Tings alſo up- 
on them. The Kings heart is in Gods band, 
he can curnir as rivers of water, would you 
have it ſer right, defire himcodo it : God | 
hath given in many a ſokil to the prayers of 


his 
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his people. Praying ſubjefts are molt likel 
to make and pious Princes, / 
Fourchly, while you pray for your Magi- 


| Rtrares, youpray for your own perſons and 


families, in ſeeking therr good, you promote 
your own, Let God buc ſanciifie, dire, go- 
vern, and prore& them, you wilLfinde the 
advancage of it. If you will buc peruſe the 
Hiſtory of Iſrael, and diligently obſerve ir, 
you ſhall finde , ſo long; as they had good 
Kings that ſerved God , and ſtudiedan ap- 
proving of themſelves to him, it wenr well 
with the whole Nanon, they had peace and 

lenty, victory over their enemies, and the 

leſfings of God did abound among them. 
But if God forſake the Rulers of a Nation, 
withdraw from chem his Spirit and Grace, 
give them up cicher-co blindneſs of mad- 
neſs, to follow their own counſels, and r6 
fulfil cheir own luſts, you ſhall ſoon in your 
families and the Nanon feel che ſmart, and 
raſte the bicrer fruirs of ir. When the Kings 
of Iſrael and Judah were wicked, all went 
ro ruine, the Nation lay bleeding, and'the 
people were ſometimes oppreſſed by their 
own Princes, ar other times ſpoyled andled 
caprives by their enemies. So that in pray- 


; ing for them , you ſeek and further your 


own welfare. | 
Fifthly, you pray for Religion while you 
pray for them. This ſhould be very dear to 
ut, and no coſt nor pains ſhould be chought | 
r00 


or maintain Gods' tenople. 


build;-or-repair, 
It yau us, not 
tro.others 
may be ftria ves ; if 
have others infe&ed and poiſoned with er+ 
rors,pray that your Governors mayembrace 
the ek. eathe wilieur for in The Gene- 
rality of Chriſtians are 'Stare-Chriſtians, are 
nor {o- deeply djed, bur they can change 
cheit co/our, when they once ſee 1t our of 
faſhion, Ic hach been all along ſeen,thac che 
of a Nation hath been according to 

the Governors of a Nation : if they be holy, 
then the rrue Religion chrives, and pro- 
ſpers, and flouriſherh under cheir ſnadow ; 
bur if they be corrupr, the door ſtands open 
tecror, hereſic, and indeed, whar not ?.Ir 
iscrue, in the rime of wicked Ahab, God 
cold ow yo he had yer ſeven thouſand knees 
chat had nor bowed tb Bal, bur the gene- 
raliry were idolaters; and rhefe. thar kepr 
themſelves pare , did alſo keep themſelves 
ſoprevate, as that the good Propher looked 
upon himſelf as che onely man lefr rhar did 
own God and his cauſe : We need go no 
further chen our own Land for the proving 
of this. Lect a godly King Edward come ro 
the throne, and there ſhall be an happy Re- 


formation 
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formation begun, che Nation ſhall become 
Prot:flant , (uperftirion and idolarry ſhall 
ſeek corners and flie rhe Land ; burif a 
wicked Mary be advanced,ſhe ſhall 
carry 4 back ro Kowe,or rarher bring 
Rome init England, and Popery ſhall ſer up 
ics Creſt again. If there be no good blood at 
Court, there will be liccle found in the veing 
of the Nation. | 
Laſtly , in chis way you will bring ygur 
ſelves peace. Whar ever ſhould become of 
the Nation , how ever it ſhould fare with 
Religion , What ever ſhould happen to thac 
Caſe in which you have engaged, chough 
all things ſhould recurn to their former 
Rare, nay though you ſhould be brought in- 
to a Worle condition then ever you were in, 
yet this may ſtay and comforr your hearts, 


when you canſay, O Lord thou knoweſt, I 


have nor been wancing to my dury , there 
aeboger |» 5 now upon the File in Hea- 
ven,which I have put up for England; there 
is many a'tear now in thy bottle , which T 
have ſhed for Exgland. This will be a cor- 
dial to you in a day of trouble , and at the 
hour of dearh, if you have done your duty, 
you may rejoyce , ler God do wirh you and 


the Land whar he pleaſerh. 


F I'N 1 Ss. 


Conrteom Reader, be pled (ed to corveft theſe Error o 
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